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S07-CW-5CP — COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT (HERITAGE RESOURCES)

Decision Only During Commission Matters
(Public Hearing held on November 20, 2008)

Commissioner Hart: On November 20, the Commission held a public hearing on Plan
Amendment SO7-CW-5CP and deferred decision until tonight. The Commission should have
received in the meantime a memorandum from staff itemizing several changes from the text in
the staff report, developed by staff following the testimony at the public hearing. | believe we are
now ready to move forward with our recommendation on this item. First, I want to thank County
staff, particularly Laurie Turkawski, Linda Blank, and Sterling Wheeler for their fine work on
this item. This project was a long time in preparation, and required detailed analysis of almost
two hundred pages of text and numerous sites for the staff report. Many other individuals made
valuable contributions to this project. The History Commission first identified the need to update
the County’s Inventory of Historic Sites in the Plan. | would like to recognize the efforts of the
History Commission for initiating this Amendment, and in particular thank the members of the
History Commission’s Inventory Committee, Elise Murray the Hunter Mill member, Barbara
Naef also from Hunter Mill, and Sallie Lyons the Mount Vernon member, for their efforts. The
Inventory Committee worked over the past year to develop an amendment incorporating accurate
and current information on the County Inventory of Historic Sites. | also want to thank Bob
Beach, the History Commission Chairman and Braddock District member who, along with Elise
Murray, participated as resources for our public hearing. You also should have received a thank
you letter from Bob Beach this week, which | will make a part of the record. The Commission
also recently held a meeting as a Committee-of-the-Whole with the History Commission and |
know the History Commission appreciated very much the time and attention of the Planning
Commission to this item. This Plan Amendment resulted from the History Commission’s
identification of the need to update the County’s Inventory of Historic Sites in the
Comprehensive Plan. As indicated in the staff report, this Countywide Heritage Resource Plan
Amendment will update information on the County’s Inventory of Historic Sites tables; add
maps locating the sites; reflect changes where new research has uncovered more accurate
information on sites; -- I’m being interrupted here by feedback. We could stop the motion now --
revise the language in the heritage resource sections of the planning districts and community
planning sectors to reflect the objectives and policies stipulated in the Heritage Resources section
of the Policy Plan; make changes to site names to reconcile naming inconsistencies by using the
site naming convention of the National Register of Historic Places; restore the definition of
heritage resources to the Plan glossary; and update the text describing historic overlay districts in
the heritage resource sections of the planning sectors by citing the applicable section of the
Zoning Ordinance for each district. Based on comments received and discussion held at the
November 20 Planning Commission public hearing, revisions to the proposed text in the staff
report have been made and are shown in staff’s handout, dated December 4, 2008, which the
Commission should have receive several days ago. The revisions include adjusting the recorded
date for the Vale School because research is ongoing and no definite date has been uncovered;
adding text stating that Georgetown Pike is eligible for listing in the Virginia Landmarks and
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National Registers and is designated a Virginia Byway; adding text stating that the protection of
Georgetown Pike is discussed in Planning Sector Transportation sections; correcting Planning
Sector designation for three properties in the inventory sites tables; and identifying Cornwell
Farm as a prominent historic site. We recognize that Fairfax County has many other sites which
may be deemed historically significant by the History Commission and added to the inventory in
the future, but which have not yet been nominated for inclusion in the register. As we have also
discussed, this amendment is not the final word. Additional sites can be nominated by citizens
for inclusion in the inventory, which nominations will be reviewed by staff and the History
Commission. The Commission members have been provided with copies of the nomination
form, which also is available on the County website. Additional items later added to the
inventory list may be the subject of additional Plan amendments. Adoption of this Amendment in
no way prejudices future consideration of additional items. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, for Plan
Amendment SO7-CW-5CP, | MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPTION OF THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION,
AS SET FORTH IN THE STAFF REPORT DATED NOVEMBER 3, 2008, WITH THE
REVISIONS AS SHOWN ON THE HANDOUT DATED DECEMBER 4, 2008.

Commissioners Lawrence and Litzenberger: Second.

Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Litzenberger and Mr. Lawrence. Is there a discussion of the
motion? All those in favor of the motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it adopt
the Comprehensive Plan Amendment on Heritage Resources, SO7-CW-5CP, say aye.
Commissioners: Aye.

Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries.
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(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioner Lusk absent from the meeting.)
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