
 

 

FAIRFAX AREA COMMISSION ON AGING 
FINAL MINUTES OF MEETING 
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 

  Patrick Henry Library 
101 Maple Avenue East, Vienna, VA 22180 

 

 
 
Commissioners Present: Richard Chobot (Chair), Tom Bash, Sharron Dreyer, Eleanor Fusaro, Joseph Heastie, Bill Shackelford, 
Grace Paris Starbird, Carolyn Sutterfield 
 
Commissioners Absent: Kay Larmer (Vice Chair), Phil Ashmore, Bob Kuhns 
 
Staff Present: Sharon Lynn, Jacquie Woodruff 
 
Others Present: Bob Eiffert, Fairfax County Health Department; Susan Shaw, Fairfax County Mobility Manager; Jill Clark, Fairfax Area Mobility 
and Transportation Committee 
 
Call to Order, Adoption of Meeting Agenda, Review and Adoption of Draft Meeting Minutes 
Tom stated that he would like to discuss a transportation item after the discussion. Ellie motioned that the agenda be approved. Sharron 
seconded. Carolyn motioned that the minutes be approved. Grace seconded. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment. 
 
Discussion of 50+ Transportation:  Susan Shaw, Mobility Manager; Jill Clark, Mobility and Transportation Committee; and COA 
Susan Shaw thanked the COA for their support on the grant application that resulted in the new mobility management program. Susan 
distributed a summary of the grant award from the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments with funding from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Federal Transit Administration. The purpose of the grant is to improve mobility for seniors and individuals with disabilities, with a 
focus on low-income and underserved populations. The Fairfax 50+ Community Action Plan's mobility management goals were included in the 
application. Partner collaboration on the program includes Fairfax County, Loudoun County, Arlington County, and the City of Alexandria. The 
focus is to establish an integrated and regional approach in transportation options for seniors and individuals with disabilities. Multi-
agency/stakeholder collaboration includes the Department of Neighborhood and Community Services, Department of Family Services, Area 
Agency on Aging, Fairfax Area Commission on Aging, Disability Services Board, Fairfax Area Mobility and Transportation Committee, Fairfax 
50+ Steering Committee, and the Department of Transportation. The success of the project will be based on three outcome areas: community 
capacity building, access to services, and service integration and coordination. 
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Jill Clark distributed a Fairfax Area Mobility and Transportation (M&T) Committee Update. The M&T Committee is a joint effort between the 
Disability Services Board and the Long Term Care Coordinating Council. Twenty more wheelchair accessible taxis were added to Fairfax 
County's fleet in 2014, increasing the total number to 43. The county complaint process is now more transparent. State law enabled 
Transportation Network Companies like Uber and Lyft to operate in Virginia in July 2015. This impacted the local taxi industry: the number of 
taxicab drivers seeking a license dropped by 7 percent in FY 2015. UberACCESS is launching in majoring cities. Advocacy led to MetroAccess' 
improved communication for deaf customers to schedule trips and check ride status. Ridership increases 5 percent every year; fares only cover 
8 percent of expense ($113.4 million in FY 2015). The M&T Committee is exploring opportunities for partnerships to provide rides for trip 
purposes like shopping at the mall, going to the movies, and dining out. Accessibility barriers for public transit include the cost ($7,000-$58,000) 
of providing a bus stop and improving pedestrian facilities to it. 
 
Old Business 
Rich reminded the COA that the LTCCC would still like a representative to attend their meetings. Tom will continue to attend the Mobility and 
Transportation Committee meetings. 
 
Sharon reported that she, Rich, Kay, and Jacquie met with Supervisor Herrity and Marlae Schnare on January 5. Sharon is compiling the Fairfax 
50+ Champions' updates for Supervisor Herrity and then for the BOS. Carolyn requested that the COA review the draft. 
 
Sharon showed the COA the current issue of the Golden Gazette that includes a Scam Alert and a Fairfax 50+ Community Action Plan update. 
Supervisor Herrity would like to have the Police Chief present at a Fairfax 50+ Committee meeting. 
 
New Business 
The COA has testimony slots #1, 2, and 3 reserved for the FY 2017 Proposed Budget Hearing at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 6, 2016. 
 
The Lines of Business presentations to the BOS by program area have begun. The Department of Family Services presentation is scheduled for 
February 5. Tom plans to attend. Rich stated that the Office of Public Private Partnerships provided an excellent LOB presentation. Ellie stated 
that Human Services is doing a wonderful job of meeting needs. 
 
Director's Report 
Sharon has received updates from most of the Fairfax 50+ Community Champions. 
 
Two AAA proposals were selected to present at the Governor's Conference on Aging on May 2: Fairfax 50+ Community Action Plan presented 
by Sharon, Rich, and Jacquie and the topic of family financial exploitation and APS presented by Karen Hannigan. 
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Commissioner Updates 
Tom shared a handout of his November 15, 2015 public comment about MetroAccess before the Disability Services Board. Tom has been a 
member of the Mobility and Transportation Committee for three years and has listened to the many transportation-related complaints from people 
with disabilities who attend the meetings. Transportation Network Companies (TNCs) such as Uber and Lyft, though not a panacea, can 
supplement transportation options in the county. Supervisor Herrity has asked Tom to appear before all related committees to determine support 
levels. 
 
Adjournment 
Bill motioned that the meeting be adjourned. Carolyn seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 


