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Commissioners Present: Richard Chobot (Chair), Kay Larmer (Vice Chair), Phil Ashmore, Tom Bash, Sharron Dreyer, Eleanor Fusaro, 
Grace Paris Starbird, Carolyn Sutterfield 
 
Commissioners Absent: Bob Kuhns, Joe Heastie, Bill Shackelford 
 
Staff Present: Jacquie Woodruff, Tenia Simmons 
 
Others Present: Barbara Antley, Fairfax County Department of Family Services, Adult and Aging Services; Michelle Gregory, Fairfax County 
Department of Neighborhood and Community Services; Deborah Gutierrez, Fairfax County Department of Neighborhood and Community 
Services; Patricia Rohrer, Fairfax County Health Department; Alison Tompkins, The Fairfax;  Mark Turner, Right at Home 
 
Call to Order, Adoption of Meeting Agenda, Review and Adoption of Draft Meeting Minutes 
Chair Rich Chobot called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m. 
 
Carolyn motioned that the agenda be approved. Ellie seconded. 
 
Phil motioned that the minutes be approved. Grace seconded. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment. 
 
Discussion:  Fairfax County Human Services Framework (Needs Assessment and Evaluation) and Where the Commission on Aging 
and Area Agency on Aging Align – Michelle Gregory, Division Director, Countywide Service Integration Planning and Management, 
Fairfax County Department of Neighborhood and Community Services 
Michelle Gregory stated that the county's goal for both the needs assessment and the human services report card is data-driven decision 
making. 
 
The six focus areas of the Fairfax County Human Services System include positive living for older adults and individuals with disabilities, 
economic self-sufficiency, healthy people, successful children and youth, sustainable housing, and connected individuals. 
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The Needs Assessment (Ongoing Data Collection and Analysis) was conducted in an effort to gain a thorough understanding of the strengths 
and challenges currently facing Fairfax County residents. The needs assessment was designed to understand community needs and use this 
information to improve outcomes for all residents. 
 
The Human Services Report Card (Performance Management) will be a collection of key indicators concerning the well-being of individuals, 
families, communities. The report card will be a continuous process to monitor and evaluate system performance in coordination with community 
stakeholders. 
 
Old Business 
FY17 Proposed Budget Hearing, Wednesday, April 6, 2016, 1:00 p.m.: Testimony slots 1, 2, and 3. 
 
Rich will use testimony slot 1 to testify on behalf of the COA. The focus will be appreciation for the support of older adult services, with a 
reminder about the growing older population. Tom stated that real estate property tax relief is an issue for older adults. Rich will advocate for a 
study about the income ceiling for property tax relief for older adults and for increased respite care funding for full-time caregivers. The COA will 
offer their other two slots to fellow BACs. 
 
Rich will draft a letter from the COA to the BOS regarding property tax relief for older adults. 
 
Fairfax 50+ Community Action Plan Annual Report: Carolyn and Grace have edited the draft Fairfax 50+ Community Action Plan Annual Report. 
The draft document was submitted. Commissioners should submit any changes to Sharon. 
 
New Business 
Ellie Fusaro is moving out of state. The COA thanked Ellie for her service. Jacquie read a letter from Sharon Lynn summarizing Ellie's 
involvement and effectiveness as a COA advocate and volunteer. 
 
Commissioner Updates 
Tom distributed information about the miles driven by commissioners commuting to COA meetings. The COA discussed the benefits of remote 
meeting attendance. The County Attorney's Office hasn't issued the policy on remote meeting attendance for Boards, Authorities, and 
Commissions. Grace will draft a letter to the County Attorney to ask for clarification on this matter.  
 
Adjournment 
Grace motioned that the meeting be adjourned. Carolyn seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 


