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County Forum on Creating a More Aging-Friendly Community 

Ideas from April 7, 2013 Forum held at  

Hoang's Grill and Sushi Restaurant 

 
Number of participants: 62 

 
Fairfax County is one of the most diverse counties in the U.S. The Board of Supervisors wants all 
county residents, regardless of their English-speaking ability, to contribute their ideas and participate 
in community planning. In order to facilitate participation across the whole population, several 50+ 
Community Forums were held specifically for non-English speaking adults. The participants at this 
forum were Vietnamese-Americans. They were interested in participating in the process of 
developing the 2013/2014 50+ Action Plan. They completed written surveys and provided comments 
at the "Open Forum." Their ideas for improving the lives of older Vietnamese-American residents in 
Fairfax County were recorded and are listed below. 

 

Results showed that the top 3 issues of concern that "Fairfax County may directly assist and plan" for 
the participants at this meeting were: 

1. Facilitation & location for large community events for over 300+ people. 
2. Central channel of communication for intergenerational communication, i.e. community 

activity announcements, explanation of service programs, discussion forum (virtual or in 
person), opportunities for joint activities, resource networking, etc. 

3. Awareness of programs for seniors and how to take care of older adults. 

The top 3 issues of concern that "Fairfax County may indirectly assist and plan" for the participants 
at this meeting were: 

1. A Vietnamese Community Center. 
2. Youth programs, including mentoring, job seeking, and leadership development for high 

school and college students. 
3. General leadership development (for all ages), including organizing skills, structural training. 

Highlights of the Open Forum based on notes taken: 

 A Vietnamese Community Center is needed; it promotes unity in the community and mutual 
understanding between generations. If the county can identify a physical building, we can: 

o Remodel it to accommodate 300 – 1,000 people in a multipurpose room. 
o Match funds to renovate it. 

 Larger space and/or more rooms at the Wilston Multicultural Center for our office and 
activities. 
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o We've voiced our concerns over the years to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, 
but haven't seen anything; we just want a bigger (and cleaner) office space at the 
center. 

o Instead of finding a new community center, can we transform / renovate what we 
already have? 

 There are concerns for the reality and success of creating a Vietnamese Community Center. 

 For three decades, the Vietnamese-American community in Fairfax County has moved from 
one place to another to hold different large community events, such as scholarship 
ceremonies, wellness fairs, Tet festivals, cultural memorial ceremonies, etc. Annual cultural 
holiday events are dependent upon the availability of the facility, and it is not always easy to 
work with FCPS. 

 We do our best to help each other in the community, but there's no sense of home and unity 
when we can't find a stable place to congregate. 

 Accessibility and communication in the community is very important; we need a central 
channel of communication. 

 Health Concerns: 
o Food product inspection; are imported food products served at restaurants safe to 

eat? 
o There are concerns of food sanitation, especially at Eden Center. 

 We should encourage more people to engage in the government communication process; we 
have not spoken enough and advocated for more policies at public meetings. 

 We should continue to create opportunities for intergenerational discussions on how to plan 
and build a healthy livable community. 

o The 1st generation has a lot of best practices and lessons learned to share to the next. 
o The younger generation may have better opportunities to plan for the community. 

 

 

 

 
 




