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2016-17 Fairfax Area High School Student 

Shark Tank 
Technology Challenge 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. What's in it for me? 
Developing a project for the 50+ Technology Shark Tank Challenge is an opportunity to not only 
benefit an aging or disabled family member but also an opportunity to hone your skills as an 
innovator and entrepreneur, to take advantage of mentoring offered by professionals in the 
field, to win cash prizes, and potentially to "pitch" your project to professional investors as a 
"real-life" experience. 

 
2. How does the Shark Tank work? 
 Students are asked to submit proposals to the Challenge by Thursday, December 1, 2016 and 

submit fully developed projects by Monday, February 6, 2017 following the criteria listed on 
the Challenge webpage at www.tinyurl.com/fxc-tech-challenge. Projects will be judged 
initially based on stated criteria to determine which projects in each category will move on to 
the Shark Tank as finalists. The finalists will present their projects to the Shark Tank judges on 
Friday, March 24, 2017. Winners determined by the Shark Tank judges will be awarded cash 
prizes and be able to take advantage of additional mentoring opportunities. 

 

3. How many winners will be awarded cash prizes? 
We anticipate a first and second place cash award in each of the 4 categories:  
Health & Wellness; Safety; Community Engagement & Lifelong Learning; and Caregiving. 

 

4. How much is the cash award? 
 Last year, a total of $5,000 was divided between first and second place winners. 
 
5. Will I be able to receive money to fund my start-up? 
 No. There is no additional monetary award beyond the cash prizes given to the winners 

determined by the Shark Tank judges. 
 
6. Do only finalists receive mentoring assistance? 
 Any student participant may take advantage of the mentoring opportunities offered during 

the Challenge. 
 
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/fxc-tech-challenge
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7. Where can I find advice, help, mentors? 
 There is a list of organizations ready and willing to help you fine-tune your project, offer you 

opportunities to test your project with your target audience, assist you with research, and 
connect you with additional resources you may need. This list of organizations is found on the 
"Resources" page on the Challenge webpage at www.tinyurl.com/fxc-tech-challenge. You may 
also contact us to request specific assistance at TechChallenge@fairfaxcounty.gov or 
703-324-3264, TTY 711. 

 
8. What if I need equipment? 
 Please contact us at TechChallenge@fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-324-3264, TTY 711, and we will 

make every effort to connect you to the resources you need. 
 
9. Can I find out what happened last year? 
 Yes! Please view last year's Shark Tank video at www.ebmcdn.net/fairfax/fairfax-cable-

viewer.php?w=768&h=432&viewnode=shark_tank_june_16. 
 
10. What if I have more questions? 

Please email us at TechChallenge@fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-324-3264, TTY 711. 
A member of the Challenge committee will contact you with an answer to your question or 
connect you with someone who can help you further. 

 
11. What if I need more time? 
 The Challenge deadlines are firm. 

 
 
The Tech Challenge is an initiative of the Fairfax 50+ Community Action Plan which was passed by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
in 2014. 
 
The Tech Challenge also supports the Fairfax County's Economic Success Plan that seeks to grow and diversify the economy through 
innovation, social equity and expanding science, technology, engineering and math education. 
 
Go to the Fairfax County's Older Adults Page, www.fairfaxcounty.gov/OlderAdults, to find services, recreational activities and 
community engagement opportunities for older adults. 
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