
Resident Advisory Council  
Minutes of September 3, 2008 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM. 
  
PRESENT: Cynthia Thompson, Vivian Barrett, Renee Barnett, Paulette Whiteside, Patricia Ryan, Gulshan 
Khan, Tammy Short, Vasantha Rayman, Ellen Keaton-Gholizadeh, Polly Ann Oliver, and Audrey King 
 
 
ABSENT:  Kathryn Stricker 
 
The Council and staff members went around the table and introduced themselves and talked briefly about 
why they were their. 
 
Tom Fleetwood described the task of the Council in dealing with the Public Housing and Housing Choice 
Voucher 5 year and Annual plans. He also informed the council that staff was currently working on 
updating this years plan and that we would be distributing it to them for the next meeting so that we could 
start the review process. 
 
Russ Boothby reviewed with the Council the Capital Fund section of the plan. He commented that he was 
looking into sending surveys out to all public housing residents to obtain their input into the programs. The 
Council liked this idea. Russ distributed his business card with his paperwork and told the council 
members to either send him and email or give him a call with suggestions on revisions. 
 
Elections of officers were held with Paulette Whiteside being elected as Chairperson, Patricia Ryan as 
Vice Chairperson and Vivian Barrett as Secretary. 
 
Staff and the Council discussed ideas on how to get a better response rate from Public Housing 
Residents when staff sends out the applications for the new terms. A list of those ideas are below: 
 Communicate more of what the council does and what it is about; 
 Explain what the stipend is; 

Have Council members go to property meetings to explain to residents what their participation 
means; 
Produce different letters stating how their participation contributes to each program; 
Look into having Area meetings; 
Look into putting the listing more under the RHA commissioners rather than by themselves. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50. The next Council meeting is scheduled for September 24, at 3700 Pender 
Drive, Fairfax, VA. 


