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Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996 and 40 

U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1), I approve the preliminary and final site and building plans for the 

construction of a new flight control tower at the Davison Army Airfield on Fort Belvoir, in 

Fairfax County, Virginia, as shown on NCPC Map File No. 2204.10(38.00)43044. 

*                    *                    * 

The Department of the Army has requested approval of preliminary and final site and building 
plans for the construction of a new flight control tower at the Davison Army Airfield on Fort 
Belvoir, in Fairfax County, Virginia. The new flight control tower will replace the existing tower 
that was constructed in 1958 and is inadequate to support the current and anticipated activity 
level at the airfield; the height of the existing tower precludes monitoring and control of portions 
of the air space. Also, the structural components of the existing tower have deteriorated and pose 
as a safety hazard during periods of high winds. The existing flight control tower will be 
demolished once the new tower is constructed.  
 
The new flight control tower will be constructed on an existing parking lot on the eastern side of 
Galvin Road, across from Building #3231. The 137 foot high tower will have nine levels with 
storage, office space, restrooms, a break room, and the control tower cab. The proposed building 
materials are exterior insulation finishing system (EIFS) acrylic finish and horizontal glass. 
Other site elements include: a fire lane, a new concrete parking lot, and a security fence. The 
security fence will be a 7-foot high chain link fence to meet the Anti-terrorism/ Force Protection 
requirements for blast standoff distance.  
 
The Army evaluated the potential viewshed impacts of the tower on the surrounding housing 
areas and found that as a result of the location and height of the tower and the mature trees 
adjacent to the housing area that the tower will not be visible from the surrounding community.  
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Pursuant to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Department 
of the Army found that the project can be categorically excluded under its environmental 
regulations CX (c)(1), (c)(2) AR 200-2, 32 CFR part 651, for new construction on previously 
disturbed land under five acres and the demolition of a non-historic structure. The project is 
located outside the District of Columbia, therefore, NCPC does not have independent NEPA 
responsibility.  
 
In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Department of 
Army determined, and the Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred, that 
the proposed project will not affect historic properties. As a result of the project location within 
the environs, NCPC does not have independent Section 106 responsibility.  

                                ______________________________ 
        Marcel C. Acosta 
        Executive Director 
 


