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AATB American Association of Tissue Banks: a non-profit or-
ganization of tissue banking professionals. Its mission 
is to ensure that human tissues intended for transplan-
tation are safe & free of infectious disease, of uniform 
high quality, & with quantities sufficient to meet na-
tional needs. AATB inspects and accredits tissue 
banks that follow current AATB Standards and man-
ages a certification program for tissue bank personnel.  
AATB sponsors meetings, seminars & workshops for 
the exchange of scientific information and acts as a 
professional liaison to regulatory authorities worldwide. 
www.aatb.org (for a list of certified banks) 

    

AOPO Association of Organ Procurement Organizations: 
represents and serves OPOs through advocacy, sup-
port and development of activities that will maximize 
the availability of organs and tissues and enhance the 
quality, effectiveness and integrity of the donation 
process.  AOPO has developed organizational and 
ethical standards for OPOs, offering a voluntary ac-
creditation program to its members.  www.aopo.org 

  

CMS Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services:  the US 
federal agency which administers Medicare, Medicaid, 
& the Children's Health Insurance Program. 

    

COTD Fairfax County Commission on Organ and Tissue Do-
nation and Transplantation.  

    

DLA Donate Life America:  formerly the Coalition on Dona-
tion, was founded by the transplant community in 1992 
to educate the public about organ, eye & tissue dona-
tion and avoid duplication of effort. One of its missions 
is to increase donor designations in the United States 
through donor registries.  www.donatelife.net 

    

DOT Department of Transplantation: a division of the fed-
eral department of Health and Human Services; imple-
ments all regulations governing transplantation and 
donation.  www.organdonor.gov 



 

HHS Department of Health and Human Services: a cabinet agency in the fed-
eral government; has oversight over DOT and CMS (Medicare admini-
stration) 

HRSA Human Resource Services Administration, under HHS 
    

MOTTEP Minority Organ and Tissue Transplantation Education Project: estab-
lished to decrease the number of ethnic minority Americans needing or-
gan/tissue transplants by implementing a national education campaign 
emphasizing both prevention and increased donation 

OPO Organ procurement organization: mandated by the federal government to 
cover a statistical population area for the purpose of recovering organs 
and tissues.  An OPO may also provide services related to recovery of 
human tissue for transplantation, research, therapy or education. 
www.aopo.org 

OPTN Organ Procurement Transplant Network: established in 1984 and in-
cludes all approved transplant centers, all OPOs and the national com-
puter registry (see also UNOS) http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov 

TRIO Transplant Recipients International Organization: established to provide 
services to those patients who have received a transplant and to help 
educate the public about the need for donation. www.trioweb.org 

UNOS United Network for Organ Sharing: a non-profit organization that has the 
contract for the federal Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network 
(OPTN); manages the national list of patients waiting for a transplant, 
subject to all federal rules and regulations. www.unos.org 

WRTC Washington Regional Transplant Community: the organ procurement or-
ganization for the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area; serves the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Montgomery, Prince George’s and Charles Counties in 
Maryland, and all of Northern Virginia.  WRTC also provides comprehen-
sive tissue recovery services. www.beadonor.org 

  

ESRD 
program 

End stage renal disease:  program funded by Medicare (under the Health 
Care Financing Administration);  covers costs of dialysis and kidney 
transplantation for all who qualify. www.esrdnetworks.org 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

EBAA Eye Bank Association of America: a non-profit organization of eye banks 
dedicated to the restoration of sight through the promotion and advance-
ment of eye banking.  It is the oldest national transplant association and 
maintains medical standards for the procurement and distribution of ocu-
lar tissue, provides educational programs for physicians and technicians, 
certifies eye bank technicians & accredits eye banks. 
www.restoresight.org 
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