DONATION FOR TRANSPLANTATION

Deceased Donor Organs

Deceased organ donors are those who die from a severe insult or injury to the brain result-
ing in the irreversible cessation of all brain functions, including the brain stem, or those who
are non-heart beating patients with unrecoverable brain damage. After death is declared, all
organ donors are on a ventilator which provides artificial respiration to the organs.

Organ Function Application
For patients with end-stage heart dis-
Heart Pumps blood to body systems. ease (e.g. caused by cardiomyopathy,
coronary artery disease)
Extracts waste from blood, produces hor- For end-stage renal disease, elimi-
Kidney mones regulating blood pressure. nates need for dialysis (e.g. caused by
diabetes, hypertension)
Makes proteins, removes waste, secretes For end-stage liver disease (e
Liver bile for digestion, stores essential vita- ge fiver @ € (e.9.
. . caused by chronic cirrhosis, hepatitis)
mins, produces blood-clotting substances.
/’ Lungs Take in oxygen necessary for blood cells For end-stage lung disease (e.g. cystic
. and releases carbon dioxide. fibrosis, emphysema)
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On o Secretes enzymes for digestion, and insu- | To treat diabetes and associated risks
Organ and Tissue lin to regulate blood sugar. (e.g. loss of sight or limb)
Donation and
Transplantation ’s dis-
P Intestine | Absorbs fluids and nutrients from food e SIS EUL SYE e, (Eeins ¢l
PHONE: 703-246-2411 ease, and other IBS etc.
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organ
Tissue donors must meet certain age/medical criteria determined at the time of death.
Tissue Function Application
B Supports body structure, provide mineral Facial reconstruction, limb salvage, birth defect cor-
ol storehouse rection, cancer treatment, spinal and oral surgery
Cartilage Skeletal tissue (e.g. nose, outer ear) Facial & other post-traumatic injury reconstruction
Corneas Clear window in front of eye allows light in Restoring eyesight
Surgical repair (sports, cranio-maxillofacial, and
Fascia Fibrous tissue covers muscles & tendons other injuries)

Heart valves

Regulate flow of blood to and from chambers
of the heart

To repair congenital cardiac defects or replace car-
diac valve where animal or artificial valves may not
be indicated.

Pericardium

Membrane sac surrounding the heart

Neurosurgery, brain operations, ophthalmic repairs

Protects against disease, infection, regulates

Reduce pain, scarring, fluid loss, infection in burn

Skin body temperature patients; full thickness for reconstructive procedures
(e.g. post-mastectomy)
Tendons Attaches muscle to bone Correcting joint injuries
Veins Circulates blood to heart For heart bypass surgery




DONATION FOR THERAPY, EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

In Virginia all organs and tissues can be donated for research, medical educa-
tion and therapy as well as transplantation. The local recovery agency
(Washington Regional Transplant Community) will inform your survivors of
what programs are available. Many programs are seeking resolution for cur-
rently incurable diseases: Alzheimer’s, some cancers, diabetes, Lou Gehrig’s
disease, etc. Others help train physicians in their life-saving work. Other
programs provide therapeutic grafts for repair and regeneration of disease or
trauma to the body.

Whnole Body Donation

In Virginia you may donate your whole body for research, education and
therapy. If you choose to do this, you will need to check with the organization
to which you would like to donate to determine whether they will accept a whole
body donation after organs and/or tissues have been recovered for transplanta-
tion, research or therapy.

Georgetown University Department of Cell Biology (202) 687-1219
George Washington University Dept. of Anatomy (202) 994-3511
State Anatomical Program of Virginia (804) 786-2479
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (301) 295-3334
Howard University Department of Anatomy (202) 806-9869
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