
Handwashing is a choice that everyone can make multiple times a day.  

 When people choose to wash their hands with soap, especially after using the restroom 
and before touching food (such as before eating, cooking, or feeding someone), they are 
choosing to create a healthier environment, not only for themselves, but for those around 

them.  

 Good hygiene practices must become a habit, which requires choosing to perform them on 
a regular basis. People should choose handwashing not only on Global Handwashing Day, 
but every day. 

 

Impact on Education 

 Hand washing with soap can mean more school days for children. 

 Diarrhea is responsible for children missing hundreds of millions of school days every year. 

By having children integrate the habit of hand washing with soap in their daily routines, 
school absenteeism could be reduced substantially. A recent study suggests that hand 

washing with soap at critical times could help reduce school absenteeism by around 42 

percent. (Bowen et al, 2007) 

Fairfax County Health Department   School Health Promotion 



Videos 
Wash Your Hands the Right Way PSA English 0.30 

6 Steps for Proper Hand washing, Flickr  

Global Handwashing Video with Elmo  English 0.30  Elementary 

Global Handwashing Video with Elmo Spanish 0:30  Elementary 

Germy Gets the Germ Washed Away English 3:03 K - 2nd grade 

Hand Hygiene: The Dirt on Germs English 3:44  3rd - 6th grade 

Hand Hygiene: Duck & Cover Your Cough English 4:17  7th - 12th grade 

Hand Washing Steps Animation English 1:37  All ages  

FCPS Handwashing PSAs 

Posters 

CDC Handwashing Posters In 8 languages 

Health Department Handwashing Signs 

Handwashing Websites 
 

Global Handwashing Day.org 

Centers for Disease Control 

Fairfax County Health Department 

Handwashing Resources 

Fairfax County Health Department 
703-246-2411 • TTY 711 • fairfaxcounty.gov/hd 

A Fairfax, Va., publication. October 2014.  For more information or to request 
information in an alternate format, call 703-246-2411, TTY 711. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1C6RjH6U_BA&feature=youtu.be�
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http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/flu/resources.htm�
http://globalhandwashing.org/ghw-day�
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