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Early Times

Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church
3750 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22030

703-246-7121

Part of the Infant and Toddler Connection of Virginia

The Vision of the Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church is: All infants and toddlers with a developmental need are identified, supported, accepted, included and valued in their

family and community.

A Note from the Director

Dear ITC Families,

On September | I, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS) ap-
proved the carryover budget which included the following action:

“The start of Early Intervention Services for Infant & Toddler Connection
for new admissions will not be delayed. We will continue to actively pursue addi-
tional funding required from the State and to maximize opportunities for billing pri-
vate insurance to offset the county cost of service. In addition, funding has been re-
served for ITC projected costs pending any additional funds from the State in re-
sponse to memo from the Board.”

The BOS are very supportive and aware of the importance of early intervention ser-
vices and have taken this action to insure that ITC does not have a waitlist for ser-
vices. Please contact Sharon Bulova, the chair of the BOS, and thank her for her
leadership. Also please contact your individual supervisor and thank him or her.

To find your supervisor visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/government/board/

to get contact information for your representatives on the Board of Supervisors
(residents have two supervisors—the chairman and a district supervisor). If you are
not sure which district you live in, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/gisapps/
myneighborhood!/ to find out. It is important to inform our leaders how this deci-
sion affects ITC families!

Please see the article on Page 2 about our recent “graduation” ceremony. Although
we are always sad to see families leave ITC, we are pleased they are moving on to
the next stage in their young lives. We hope children and families will reflect fondly
on their time with Infant & Toddler Connection.

As always, please let | i
me know if you have Fairfax County Special Needs Registry "

n . . .
program concerns or " Would you or a family member need assistance evacuating |,

e,

comments. "in an emergency situation! The county’s Special Needs "
Thank you, « Registry allows residents with medical needs an opportunity EE
Allan Phillips n to provide information to the county government so that

"'we can communicate emergency preparedness, response,
. and recovery resources to the vulnerable, at risk and hard- EE
EE to-reach residents. The registry may be used for any emer- *
" gency requiring evacuation, such as flooding, hurricanes, "
. hazardous material spills and gas leaks. This information is EE
EE available to emergency planners. If your child has special =
" medical needs, please consider joining Fairfax County’s Spe- |,

Director, ITC
allan.phillips@fairfax
county.gov

EE cial Needs Registry at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/specialneeds/.
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ITCFF’s PURPOSE

The Infant & Toddler Connec-
tion of Fairfax-Falls Church pro-
vides early intervention supports
and services to infants and tod-
dlers from birth to age three
who are not developing as ex-
pected or who have a medical
condition that can delay normal
development. Early intervention
supports and services focus on
increasing the child's participa-
tion in family and community
activities that are important to
the family. In addition, supports
and services focus on helping
parents and other caregivers
know how to find ways to help
the child learn during everyday
activities. These supports and
services are available for all eligi-
ble children and their families
regardless of the family's ability
to pay.
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Congrats Cecilia!
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ITC Graduation Ceremony

' On August 29, families and staff celebrated this year’s ITC “graduates”. Some were
transitioning from the program because they had turned three years old, others
were heading on to Fairfax County’s Special Education Program and other commu-
nity programs. All the children, families, friends and staff were celebrating the suc-
cesses achieved during the time spent in the Infant & Toddler Connection program.
Each of the graduates received a commemorative t-shirt, book and plenty of photo
opportunities. Attendees were treated to cake and special guests, Sharon Bulova,
chairman of the County Board of Supervisors and Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay.
The crowd even made the county’s Channel 16 “l6Around Fairfax” program and

YouTube! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2ZTNé6pARgs QO

Congratulations . =
¢ I 7 r:} uste
ITC Graduates! e ko ——

Websites and More ... You Can Use

www.toysrus.com/shop/index.jsp?categoryld=3261681 and advocates of students with disabilities at https://
Toys”R”’Us Toy Guide for Differently-Abled Kids is www.facebook.com/SpecialEdFairfax. There are more

an easy-to-use resource featuring specially selected toys than 24,000 students in FCPS who receive special educa-
that encourage play for children with physical, tion services. Too often, parents feel isolated, ill informed
cognitive or developmental disabilities. and frustrated when they go through the special education
process. That shouldn't be. We need to get the word out
that there's a resource for parents to connect with one
another on issues that concern them and their children.
"LIKE" the SpecialEdFairfax Facebook page and share it
with your family, friends, teachers and private providers.

www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/index.shtml Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools Parent Resource Center (PRC) is avail-
able to all county residents, regardless if children are
school-age. Walk-in, schedule a consultation, or contact
them by email or phone at prc@fcps.edu or 703-204-

3941. They also offer free workshops and lending library.  join the ITC EMAIL LIST—Receive weekly event infor-

www.tacanow.org TACA (Talk About Curing Au- mation & news of interest to your ITC family.

tism) is a national non-profit organization dedicated to e Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/email/lists/ & enter your
educating, empowering and supporting families affected by email address

autism. TACA has a metro DC and Virginia chapter with ¢  Click on the circle next to “COMMUNITY SERVICES
informal “coffee talk’” sessions. BOARD— Infant & Toddler Connection family re-

source information and news”

Click on “Continue”

You will be asked a question regarding the Virginia
Freedom of Information Act, to which you will reply

www.evdcweb.org EVDC (Equal Voice for Deaf Chil-
dren) is a non-profit organization created to help parents
of children with hearing loss to teach their child to listen

and talk.

yes/no
SPECIAL ED FAIRFAX— a message from Sheree e Click on “Subscribe” or “Unsubscribe”
Next year marks the 10th year of the founding of Spe- e You will receive an automated subscription confirma-
cialEdFairfax and the time has come for us to expand our tion request, which you must reply to in order to be-
outreach. To help do that, | have established a SpecialEd- gin your subscription.

Fairfax Facebook page that is open to all parents, teachers
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Kids Serve Too for Military Families

1 Kids Serve Too is a program created by military

! families in support of military children who currently
! have a parent deployed overseas. The partnership

1 between Kids Serve Too, Fairfax County and General
X Dynamics IT Fairfax Division, offers scholarships to

| military children for recreation and leisure programs,
| including camps, sports leagues and a variety of rec-

! reational activities. For more information on the

1 program or to apply, contact Katina Matthews at

1 703-326-6564 or katina.matthews@fairfaxcounty.gov.
1

Don’t miss the September issue of The Excep-
tional Advocate! This month's newsletter features
an article by Dr. Rebecca Posante, who retired from
her position as director of the Office of Military
Community Support for Military Families with Special
Needs (OSN). She says farewell and, in her own
words, recalls some of her career highlights and per-
sonal experiences. This magazine is not just for mili-
tary families. Read it online and subscribe to receive
it monthly:
http://apps.mhf.dod.mil/efmp/book/2012/September
October’s issue highlights National Down Syndrome
Awareness Month and the spotlight on the House
Family, an inspiring local family from Quantico. To
view the October Exceptional Advocate, go to
http://apps.mhf.dod.mil/efmp/book/2012/October
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Upcoming Workshops/Events

Saturday, November 3 8:00am-3:30pm

18th Annual Circle of Support Conference @
Hylton High School, 14051 Spriggs Road, Woodbridge

Over 50 workshops and 60 exhibitors for families of children
with special needs and the professionals who work with them.
Child care and sibling group available. For more info., contact
Jan Russell at 703-730-3124 or jrussell@arcgpw.org.

Saturday, November 10 8:00am-1:00pm
Real Assistive Technology for Everyone i3
(R.A.T.E.) Conference

Rachel Carson Middle School, 13618 McLearen Rd., Herndon
Sessions will cover a variety of assistive technology issues as
well as the use and integration of software programs and de-
vices in the instructional setting. Registration is required. For
more information and registration, go to www.fcps.edu/dss/sei/
ats/rate/index.shtml

Monday, November 12 7:30-9:00pm FREE
Access Lecture Series: Handling Difficult Behaviors in
Children: Evidence-Based Strategies for Success
McLean Bible Church, 8925 Leesburg Pike, Vienna

Lecture presented by Jane Barbin, Director, Behavioral Direc-
tions LLC. For more information, go to
www.accessministrymbc.org. RSVP is appreciated but not re-
quired to erin.roundtree@mcleanbible.org.

9:00am-2:00pm

Saturday, November 17 FREE
Saturday, December 29

Safety Seat Saturday

Fairfax County Public Safety Center, Public Parking Garage
10550 Page Avenue, Fairfax

Specially trained and certified sheriff's deputies will help parents
and caregivers ensure that a child fits securely in the safety seat
and that the safety seat fits securely in the vehicle seat. Bring

your vehicle, safety seat(s) and child.

The Arc of Virginia Early Intervention Webinar Series:
The Arc of VA will be hosting a webinar series just for families
with children receiving early intervention services. This series
will provide the information you need to best help your family
and how to advocate for your child and these vital services. To
participate, you will need an internet connection and phone
line. All webinars will be recorded and posted to The Arc of
VA’s website at www.thearcofva.org. To sign up, call Debra
Holloway at 804-649-8481, x103 or dholloway@thearcofva.org.
Wednesday, November 28 1:00pm FREE
Early Intervention Advocacy

This webinar will discuss VA’s Early Intervention pro-
gram and the challenges it is facing, how families can help and
effectively advocate for this program.

Monday, December 3 11:00am

Medicaid Waiver Supports

This webinar will review services and supports that are
available to individuals with disabilities through the
Medicaid Waiver program. We will also discuss the EPSDT
program and the HIPP/HIPP for Kids program.

The Arc

FREE

The Arc.
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CSB Honors Award for Cecilia

On August 12, another one of our ITC employees was recognized by Fairfax County for her outstanding work. Bilin-
gual Service Coordinator, Cecilia Herola-Morris, received an Honorable Mention in the area of Community Services
Board Leadership. CSB Honors Awards recognized outstanding CSB employees (as individuals or as a team) whose
exemplary performance exceeded job requirements. Cecilia received the Honorable Mention for her work in Com-
munity Based School Transition Services, specifically transitioning children from ITC to the Fairfax County Public

School System. Way to go Cecilia!

Cecilia and some of her co-workers at ITC Cecilia & George Braunstein, Exec. Dir. CSB

“ll

L\‘ To request this information in an alternate format, call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in all county programs, ser-
C\ vices and activities and will provide reasonable accommodations upon request. To request special accommodations call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Please allow seven
working days in advance of the event in order to make the necessary arrangements.

Infant & Toddler Connection —

of Fairfax-Falls Church }
3750 OId Lee Highway W
Fairfax, VA 22030

Phone: 703-246-7121

Address Correction Requested
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