
Question: When will I be too old to donate? 

Answer:  You are never too old to give the gift of life. The decision to use 
your organs, eyes and tissue is based on strict medical criteria, not 
age. Even people in their 70s, 80s and 90s have organs that can 
help save a life. 

Question: I’ve heard that organ, eye and tissue donation is against 
my religion.  Is that true? 

Answer: All major religions support organ, eye and tissue donation as the 
ultimate act of charity. If you have questions about your faith's 
views on donation, consult with your minister, pastor, rabbi, imam 
or other religious leader. (For more information on a specific relig-
ion, visit www.beadonor/ReligiousViewpoints.) 

Question:  Why do rich, famous & powerful people always seem to 
move to the front of the line when they need an organ, 
cornea or tissue? 

Answer:   It may seem like this happens simply because stories of the rich 
and famous are frequently in the news. The matching of organs 
and recipients is coordinated through the United Network of Organ 
Sharing. This matching is based strictly on medical criteria and 
transportation rules in order to ensure the organs will go to the 
person who needs it the most. Celebrity, status or wealth is never 
a factor in getting a lifesaving organ. 

Question:  Will my family be charged if I donate my organs, eyes and 
tissues? 

Answer:   There is no cost to the donor or donor’s family for organ, eye or 
tissue donation. 

Question:  Will a history of medical illness prevent me from donating? 

Answer:   At the time of your death, your medical history will be reviewed to 
see if you are a suitable donor. Even people with diabetes and 
heart disease are able to be a possible organ, eye and tissue do-
nor.  And some may be able to donate for research, education or 
therapy. 

Question:  If I agree to donate my organs, eyes and tissue, won’t my 
doctor or the emergency staff stop working to save my life 
so I can become a donor? 

Answer:  Only after all efforts have been exhausted in saving your life and 
death has been declared by the attending physician, will organ, 
eye and/or tissue recovery take place. The doctors working to save 
your life in an emergency room or a hospital's intensive care unit 
are separate from the medical team that would be involved in the 
recovery process.  

-over- 
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Question:  Can I have an open-casket funeral after I donate organs, eyes or tissues? 

Answer:   An open casket viewing/funeral is possible for organ, eye and tissue donors. Throughout the en-
tire process, the body is treated with care, respect and dignity.  

Question:  Do I have to tell my family that I wish to be an organ, eye and tissue donor? 

Answer:   Telling your family is the best way to facilitate your wishes.  An advanced directive or will is not 
necessarily going to be with you in the hospital.  Also the recovery team will need knowledge of 
your medical and social history.  If you believe your family would be unwilling to help, you can 
sign a health care power of attorney so that person can answer for you.  

INTERNET RESOURCES 

FOR DONATION INFORMATION AND LOCAL DONOR REGISTRIES 

Donate Life America  www.donatelife.net  

District of Columbia Donor Registry www.DonateLifeDC.org 

Maryland Donor Registry www.DonateLifeMaryland.org  

Virginia Donor Registry www.Save7lives.org 

FOR WAITING PATIENTS AND RECIPIENTS 

AAKP – American Association of Kidney Patients www.aakp.org 

AKF – American Kidney Fund www.akf.org 

COTA – Children’s Organ Transplant Association www.cota.org 

HHS – Department of Transplantation www.organdonor.gov 

Inova Transplant Center www.inova.com/healthcare-services/transplant 

MOTTEP – Minority Organ Tissue Transplant Education Program www.nationalmottep.org 

NFT – National Foundation for Transplants www.transplants.org 

NKF – National Kidney Foundation www.kidney.org 

National Living Donor Assistance Center www.livingdonorassistance.org  

National Marrow Donor Program www.marrow.org 

Old Dominion Eye Foundation www.odef.org 

TRIO -- National Capital Area Chapter www.trio-ncac.org 

Transplant Living www.transplantliving.org 

Transweb (Univ. Michigan—Transplant Journey) www.journey.transweb.org 

United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS)  www.unos.org;  www.transplantliving.org 

Washington Regional Transplant Community www.beadonor.org 
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