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FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

        February 15, 2012  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Michael Champness, Dranesville District  
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District Alternate  
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District  
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
Karin Stamper, Lee District Alternate 
Barbara Lowrey, Mason District 
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District  
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
Mark Heilbrun, Springfield District Alternate 
David Lacey, Sully District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large 
Eric Sohn, Diversity-At-Large Alternate 
Elmer Arias, Member-at-Large  
Gerald W. Carter, Town of Herndon  
Jeffrey Stein, Town of Clifton  
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna  
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
William Minto, Fast-Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council  
Lisa Cherubini, Soccer Council Alternate 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
                         Todd Johnson, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Ken Quincey, Fairfax County Park Authority 
Bill Curran, Fairfax County Public Schools 
Megan McLaughlin, Fairfax County Public Schools 

        Sarah Allen, Neighborhood and Community Services 
        Paul Jansen, Neighborhood and Community Services 

 Karen Avvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Steve Groff, Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Taylor Dixon, Neighborhood and Community Services 

 
                 MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Michael Rodgers, Lee District 
E.J. Thomas, Basketball Council  
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council  
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council 
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 
Bret Bailey, Lacrosse Council 
Jill Fitzgerald, Volleyball Council  

 
GUESTS:    
 Chris Nelson, Westfield Crew Boosters  
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To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County 
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Magisterial Representatives: 
Marcia M. Pape Daniels  
Braddock District 
 
Michael D. Champness 
Dranesville District 
 
Harold Leff, Chairman 
Hunter Mill District 
 
Michael L. Rodgers 
Lee District 
 
Barbara R. Lowrey 
Mason District 
 
Jonathan Willmott 
Mount Vernon District 
 
Stephen McLaughlin  
Secretary 
Providence District 
 
Michael Thompson, Jr. 
Springfield District 
 
David L. Lacey 
Sully District 
 
Clement Chan 
Diversity-At-Large 
 
Elmer Arias 
Member-At-Large 
 
Town Representatives: 
Jeffrey E. Stein 
Town of Clifton 
 
Gerald W. Carter 
Town of Herndon 
 
Sam Althoff 
Town of Vienna 
 
 
Sports-Specific 
Representatives:  

Rob Hahne 
Baseball Council 
 
William Minto 
Fast Pitch Softball Council 
 
Carl A. S. Coan, III 
Adult Softball Council 
 
E. J. Thomas 
Basketball Council 
 
Mark Meana, Vice Chairman 
Football Council 
 
Bret Bailey 
Lacrosse Council 
 
Lula Bauer 
Soccer Council 
 
Jill Fitzgerald 
Volleyball Council 
 
Jenni Cantwell 
Women’s Sports 
 
Non-Voting Members: 
Todd Jonhson 
Park Authority  
 
Bill Curran 
School Board 
 
 
Executive Agency: 
Christopher Leonard 
Director 
Neighborhood and Community 
Services 
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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. Leff called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. Roll was called and a 

quorum was present. 
 

CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 Chris Nelson with Westfield High School Crew Boosters spoke about a 
ruling by Fairfax County that would require the boosters to pay the Personal 
Property Tax on all equipment (boats, trailer, etc.). Mr. Nelson is looking for 
support from the council to have all HS Club sports be exempt from personal 
property tax. The council made a motion to approve efforts of Westfield Crew 
to be exempt from Personal Property Tax.  

 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 

 Dave Bowden with the Park Authority presented on the upcoming 2012 
Park Bond that will be on the ballot in November. During the presentation, 
Patriot Park was discussed and the possible addition of several 90’ baseball 
fields. The Park Authority would need approximately $1.8 million to start the 
project. Rob Hahne with the Baseball Council claims if the PA initially invested 
in the project, he would be able to find private funding to finish the project. 

Anna Bentley with the Park Authority spoke about the upcoming Needs 
Assessment. The Park Authority views members of the Athletic Council as 
important contributors to this process and would like some members to work 
directly with the PA throughout the process. 

Andi Dorlester with the Park Authority gave an updated presentation on the 
Tyson’s Corner development and the inclusion of athletic fields. According to 
the projected needs assessment, the county has identified the addition of 
twenty lit, synthetic fields that need to be added to the Tyson’s area. Several 
council members have expressed the willingness to provide support and 
backup when needed. Karen Avvisato is going to set up a sub-committee of 
council members that will help in advising the Tyson’s planning group on 
athletic related needs. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The January 18, 2012 minutes were approved. 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
 N/A 
 

 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
 Turf Field Committee: 
  The Turf Committee met last week and will recommend awarding 
Robinson SS and Centreville HS proposals with the turf mini-grant. Both 
locations included two synthetic turf fields, with both fields being lit. Robinson 
and Centreville have to sort out some last minute financing issues, but the 
committee was confident these were the best proposals.  

 
 Policy Committee:   

No Report 
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Adopt a Field /Gym Committee: 

No Report, meeting delayed until next month. 
 

Scholarship/Fee Committee: 
No Report 

 
Champions of Character Committee:   

No Report 
 
By laws Committee:  

  No Report 
 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
Megan McLaughlin introduced herself as the new Fairfax County Public 

School Board member for the council.  
The fy13 budget will be released soon, which includes removing additional 

sports fee for multi-sport athletes. For example, students who participate in 
more than one sport will only have to pay the fee once. 

Mr. Curran reported on the pending VA House Bill that will allow home 
school students to participate in VHSL sports. The FCPS School board is 
opposed to the ruling.  
 

Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson updated the construction of two turf fields at Oak Marr has 

begun, with the hopes of completing the project (lights and turf installation) in 
time for the fall field season. 

The Park Authority gave a status update on the recycling program. 
Recycling dumpsters will be placed at various parks throughout the county, 
with the users responsible for putting all recyclables in the proper dumpster.  

 
Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 

  Mrs. Avvisato indicated a large number of Fairfax County Public School fields are 
closing for several years due to renovation projects. NCS needs the support of the 
Athletic Council in working with local groups.  
 The fy13 budget will be released soon. If there are any portions of the budget that 
directly affect athletics, NCS will make sure to disseminate information to the council. 
 Mr. Jansen reported on the Safe Kids Inc. concussion education program. The 
first health education program is scheduled for April 21 from 9:00a-1:00p. NCS would 
like the Athletic Council to begin advertising the event to its major groups. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 
N/A 
 

       OLD BUSINESS   
N/A  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:58 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Stephen McLaughlin 
     Secretary 
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