County of Fairfax, Virginia

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods and diverse communities of Fairfax County

September 26, 2007

Dear Administrator:
Subject: Emergency Plan Review by the Office of Emergency Management

The Virginia Legislature’s House Bill 2726 was signed into law and took effect on July 1, 2007. This new law, codified at
Va. Code Ann. 8 44-146.19(H), authorizes localities that have established an Office of Emergency Management (OEM) to
require the review of, and suggest amendments to, the facility emergency plans of nursing homes, assisted living facilities,
child care facilities and adult day care centers.

As a care provider for some of the County’s most vulnerable residents, you have a responsibility for ensuring their well
being during disasters and emergencies. | am writing to remind you that as mandated by the Commonwealth of Virginia
your facility must have a written emergency plan in effect and the County’s OEM may ask to review it. Relying on County
emergency services alone is not a suitable facility emergency plan to ensure the safety of your clients and staff.

I recommend that you review OEM information provided on the County’s Website at:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem

To assist you with the recommended content for your facility emergency plan, the OEM has prepared an emergency plan
check list, which can be found at:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/aaa/pdf/ombudsman/emergplanguide.pdf

It is extremely important to not only have these plans in place but to ensure that they are as comprehensive as possible.
County agencies have also added a recommendation for the public to request a copy of an emergency plan in checklists
developed to assist with the choice of a nursing home, assisted living facility, child day care provider or adult day care

provider.

If you have questions about your plan or need assistance in preparing a plan, please contact the Fairfax County
Government’s Office of Emergency Management at 703-324-2362 or email the office at OEM@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Sincerely,
Anthony H. Griffin

County Executive

cc: Roy B. Shrout, Acting Director, Office of Emergency Management
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