
  

  
  

 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
12/15/2008 

7:30 pm 
 
 
In attendance: Heather Gordon, American Red Cross; John Terzaken, Dranesville District 
Representative; Jim Covel, LEPC/ALT; Tracy MacDonald, NVTC; Adeel Mufti, Hunter Mill District 
Representative; Roy Shrout, OEM; Tom Lambiase, FCIA; Jim Kirkpatrick, West Springfield District 
Representative; Bob Meizer, Braddock District Representative; Esther Emard, MRC; Terry Akins, CERT; 
Jeffrey Katz, CERT; Patrick Lucas, FCPD, Northern Virginia Crime Prevention Association; Karen Bonz, 
FCPD, VIPS; Dianne Quebral, MRC; Ray Cammas, Sully District Representative; Marcelo Ferreira, 
Volunteer Fairfax  
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Cammas at 7:35 pm. 
 
Mike Ryan will be the OEM representative for the Citizen Corps Council.  
 
Since the minutes from the last meeting were not received by all members, the Council delayed the 
approval of the minutes.  
 
 
Committee updates 
 
By-laws 
 
 
Outreach 
Outreach efforts have been very successful. CERT information was on display and CD’s provided by 
OEM were distributed. Due to the cold weather, outreach efforts have begun to slow down. Mr. Mufti 
proposed starting a blog in order to promote outreach efforts. OEM will look into the current situation with 
the blog.  
 
Grants 
There was no new news to be reported concerning grants.  
 
Membership 
Notify members that have not participated in the program within the last two years.  

- Parent Teachers Association 
- Virginia Alliance of Family Care Associations 
- Fairfax County Public Schools 
- NOVA Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

 
Northern Virginia Crime Prevention Association made up of officers that serve county jurisdictions for 
crime prevention within NOVA has requested to become a member of the Citizen Corps Council. A 
motion was unanimously passed to extend an invitation for NOVA Crime Prevention Association to join 
the Citizen Corps Council.  
 
Diane Cabral mentioned that the Chambers of Commerce be asked to join the Council. 
 
 



  

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
Core Organization Updates 
 
MRC 
Volunteer recruitment has been done through an advertisement campaign. There were four articles 
published, including a two page article in the Chronicle. Cox has done a 4 minute segment to recruit 
additional members. Closing in on 4000 members. Training on the Medical Needs Shelter (full scale 
exercise). Lessons learned from the last two anthrax attack drills will change the curriculum for the future. 
Positive responses were received from appreciation dinner. There will be a spring regional meeting 
(break into divisions of 5 high schools and 4-7 elementary schools). A Kick off will be held at the end of 
February or early March. A Mental Heath Conference and additional online training that emphasizes the 
Cities Readiness Initiative will soon be available.  
 
CERT 
Two additional classes were graduated, bringing membership to 550. 26 outreach events have been done 
in order to recruit additional members. January 23 from 10a-12p at the Fire Academy, CERT will host a 
regional seven meeting to see how different groups are going (Meet and Greet). Mr. Katz suggested that 
the Council make a list of common criteria for new members. Mrs. Kamilakis was previously researching 
this and Mr. Ryan may continue her efforts. Jeffrey Katz. Mr. Cammas will speak to the county in order to 
find out if there may be any legal liabilities.  
CERT will start credentialing their level three people and eventually start credentialing level two. In order 
to make them deployable, a background check should be completed.  
 
Fire Corps 
270 Administrative volunteers that are currently under the Fire Department are considered Fire Corps. 
These volunteers meet as part of Fire Department, but not as Fire Corps.  
 
VIPS  
CPA class ended in November. 15 people attended training to promote child safety seats. Auxiliary class 
graduated 19 people in October. Next training will graduate in March ’09. Mini CPA with 35 attendees will 
be held on March. 10 week Citizen Academy will start in March. County channel did a segment on the 
Auxiliary.  
 
Neighborhood Watch 
October will be the 30th anniversary of the program. Currently, there are 560 active groups. Mapping 
project is moving forward.  
 
 
Finance and Grants 
 
UASI 06 Grant update 
There was no new news to report.  
 
UASI 08 Grant update 
Grant approvals will be complete by the end of the month. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

  
  

 
 
 
New Business 
 
Member Presentations 
The MRC will give a 5-10 minute briefing on their program at the next Council meeting. Each week a 
different member will present.  
 
American Red Cross 
The American Red Cross is looking for assistance with logistics and in kind donations for the 
Inauguration. Able to provide emergency trainings as needed.  
 
Council Calendar 
Mr. Mufti suggested that a Citizen Corps Council calendar be started.  
 
Community Preparedness Day 
Mrs. Quebral recommended that the Citizen Corps join for an event.  
 
FCIA 
Articles of interest can be put into the FCIA newsletter (Lewis Saylor - jls@lewissaylor.com). A COOP 
training will soon be starting. 
 
Security Surveys 
Neighborhood watch and VIPS are available to do security surveys.  
 
OEM 
OEM is looking at different ways to accommodate the flux of people in the region for the Inauguration. 
Would like to extend training and exercise invitations to Citizen Corps members.  
 
The next meeting will be held on February 26 at 7:30p.  
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, there was a motion to adjourn that was seconded and approved 
unanimously at 8:50 pm. 
 
Faithfully submitted, 
Marcelo Ferreira, Secretary 


