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FAIRFAX COUNTY CITIZEN CORPS COUNCIL 

Meeting Minutes for July 28, 2016  
 

The July 28, 2016 meeting of the Fairfax County Citizen Corps Council was held at the Fairfax 

County Government Center in Conference Room 232.  The meeting was called to order by 

Chairperson Sobecke at 6:47 PM with 15 members, staff and 2 guests present.  Introductions of 

attendees were made and a listing of those in attendance is included on the final pages of these 

minutes. 

Business Meeting 

A quorum was present and minutes for the March and May 2016 meetings were approved as 

submitted. 

Old Business: 

Ready – Set – Know Event:  An overview of the Ready-Set-Know event was provided by 

Chairperson Sobecke.  The event is done at the Burke Centre Festival and the Council has been 

invited to participate in the 2016 festival which is being held September 10th and 11th.  Council 

organizations joined to share information on how the festival visitors could better prepare for 

disasters.  Highlights have been the Moulage applications, the disaster wheel and information 

sharing done by all the groups involved.  At last year’s event, there were also raffle awards and 

there was discussion about how an appropriate method could be utilized to share the information 

provided by those who entered the raffle.  A suggestion was made to have wording on the raffle 

entry form with a box for individuals to check in order to share their information.  This 

suggestion will be discussed further during the planning committee meetings which will be 

announced in the near future. 

 

Andrew Levy Remembrance:  The Council observed the passing of Andrew Levy, one of the 

original Council members, who died June 20, 2016, with a moment of silence.   

 

Election of Officers: 

Discussion was conducted regarding the election of Council officers for the new term.  Response 

had been received from two of the three current position holders indicating a willingness to 

continue in their positions.  A motion was made to re-elect the current officers for another term 

which passed unanimously.  The officers are: 

 James Sobecke  Chairperson 

 Missy Tuttle-Ferrio  Vice-Chairperson 

 Maria Bernadzikowski Secretary 
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Committee Updates: 

Outreach: The Outreach Committee chairperson position is currently vacant.  There was 

discussion on how to better share information about the Council with suggestions to utilize the 

Board of Supervisor’s offices electronic newsletters to share the availability of speakers for civic 

associations and better engage individuals and their affiliated organizations.  Also, Linda Waller 

suggested that since each Board of Supervisor’s office has a person designated for public 

safety/emergency preparedness a message could be scripted to go through that person for each 

district.  Identify key issues for each district to bring forward to the Council to identify how we 

can assist to address those issues.  Frank Vajda reported that participated in the Community 

Resiliency Group Roundup that occurred on July 12 and the communications networks which 

some faith-based organizations utilize was very effective which could be applied here as well.  

Fewer and fewer organized groups exist that people wish to engage their time and effort so the 

Council should work on being one of those organizations.  Additional checks will be made 

regarding contact lists, use of social media and community television as well as other events 

where the Council could be engaged. 

 

Grants:  Currently groups are working on their 2015 funding projects. The 2016 Urban 

Area security Initiative (UASI) funding ($282,000) has been approved by the federal government 

and the process for Board of Supervisor approval is ongoing.  Once the Board of Supervisors’ 

approval is received, the announcement for submitting proposals will be made. 

 

Membership: Jim Kirkpatrick, Membership Committee Chairperson, reported that all interested  

and inactive members were re-contacted.  Meredith Hovan of PRC-CrisisLink and William 

McKenna are our newest representatives to the Council.  Jim also requested that if there are any 

members who know of someone with a new organization that would be interested in joining to 

please let him know.   
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Member Updates – Board of Supervisor Representatives: 

At Large: Currently vacant.   

Braddock: James Sobecke reported attending multiple district meeting regarding the 

Braddock Road expansion study. 

Dranesville: William McKenna, new representative for the Dranesville District 

introduced himself and provided an overview of his outreach activities 

with various organizations that were part of disaster response and recovery 

activities.  He is very excited to be involved with the Council. 

 

Hunter Mill: Currently vacant. 

Lee: Linda Waller reported that the Springfield Bridge Walk on August 30th 

would be a good event to display Council organizational material.  The 

event usually has four or five hundred people attend and it features the 

actual bridge walk as well as community displays and free food.  The 

CERT 22150 Team will be doing the bridge walk and have also planned a 

picnic for August 7th at Lake Accotink Park. 

Mason: Brian Foley reported participating in the Community Resiliency Round 

Table and that a needs assessment is being reviewed by Supervisor Gross 

to identify various issues and services that would assist the region. 

Mount Vernon: Jonathan Kiell had nothing to report. 

 

Providence: Currently vacant. 

Springfield: Jim Kirkpatrick had nothing to report.  

Sully: Karrie Delaney reported that due to other activities and commitments, she 

has notified Supervisor Smith’s office that she will no longer be able to be 

the Sully representative to the Council.   
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Member Updates – Core Programs: 

CERT:  The Community Emergency Response Team Convention will be held on 

September 24-25, 2016.  Saturday, September 24th will be at the Northern Virginia Community 

College – Annandale Campus where a variety of topics will be addressed and taught.  On 

Sunday, September 25th the event moves to the Lorton Training Site where there will be practical 

exercises, “Touch A Truck”, search demonstrations and other activities.  Also, following a fatal 

fire incident in Fairfax City, Fairfax County CERT members were engaged to check smoke 

detectors in the area of the fire and within a twenty-four hour period, they had visited around one 

hundred homes to survey the detectors which was then followed up with replacement units or 

installation where needed. 

Fire Corps:  Daniel Liebman of Fire Corps reported the volunteer fire departments have been 

busily engaged in a variety of training including: 

 Level 1 Firefighter with 27 students completing and 16 more enrolled 

 Two Emergency Medical Technician classes have certified 21 new EMT-B personnel 

with another 25 awaiting test results and a new class with 17 will begin in August.  A 

refresher class for EMTs has 29 staff enrolled. 

 10 new volunteer firefighters have joined. 

MRC: Paula Rosca reported three new applications were received for the Medical Reserve 

Corps, six volunteers were classified as being inactive and that 824 hours were contributed.  The 

Health Department preformed the CASPER assessment (a CDC survey tool to collect 

preparedness information) and had twenty-two people involved in training and forty-eight 

participating in the actual assessment.  A recent MRC Orientation had twelve participants and a 

Mental Health First Aid session had twenty-six people attend.  Upcoming activities include MRC 

badging, shelter orientation and a need for volunteers to assist at the Reston Free Physical Clinic 

on July 31st.  There has also been MRC involvement in assembling ZIKA virus kits. 

Neighborhood Watch: Frank Vajda reminded folks that National Night Out is August, 2nd and 

to visit natw.org for more information.  The listing of neighborhood events will be distributed to 

the Council.  One of the sponsors of National Night Out is Nextdoor. 

VIPS/APO: Lt. Mark Mitchell reported that they are currently recruiting for new Auxiliary 

Police Officers and expect to have a full class for this fall.  
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Member Updates – Affiliated Organizations: 

ARES:  The Amateur Radio Emergency Services people will be engaged during National 

Night Out to do some testing of their system capabilities to check repeaters and coverage.  There 

has also been some interaction with Prince William County recently for their programs. 

 

American Red Cross: Rose Madison is the new representative to the Council and 

reported that they have been engaged in a home fire prevention campaign and will be looking for 

volunteers to assist on August 6 at the Home Depot on Old Lee Highway in Fairfax City. 

Fairfax Local Emergency Planning Committee:  Erik Peterson reported that FLEPC met in 

June and the focus of the meeting was on the draft of the shelter-in-place video.  

PRS-CrisisLink: Meredith Hovan provided an overview of the 24-hour service that PRS-

CrisisLink provides as a hotline for persons in crisis.  Mental health counseling is available for a 

variety of situations such as suicide.  The telephones are staffed by trained volunteers who 

receive 60 hours of training and then work one three hour shift per week.  The calls are 

anonymous and they also have the capability to receive text messages.  Over 34,000 calls and 

250,000 text messages were received in the past year.  They are looking to soon be doing online 

chat soon.  The volunteers work with public safety staff so if there is an imminent risk identified, 

9-1-1 is notified. 

 

United Way:  Lawrence Ewing reported that the 2-1-1 organization has a new android 

application and they will be making a presentation of that program at our September meeting. 

 

Office of Emergency Management Report: 

 Seamus Mooney has been named the new Coordinator for the Office of Emergency 

Management and is scheduled to begin work Labor Day weekend.  Mr. Mooney comes to us 

from Frederick County, Maryland. 

 Reminder that the Virginia Sales Tax Holiday will be August 5-7 so you can buy emergency 

preparedness supplies tax free. 

 Attended the National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters conference in May.  

Interesting topics included  

o Collaborating with local resources for emotional and spiritual care 

o Personal preparedness for the elderly 

o Social media use as part of disaster recovery 

o Engaging the faith communities in disasters 

o The role of Occupational Safety and Health Administration during response and 

recovery 
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Office of Emergency Management Report, continued 

 Community Chaplain Corps is still looking for ordained people to participate in their next 

training session. 

 Volunteer Reception Center Training – Part II was done with the attendees learning more 

about processing the spontaneous unaffiliated volunteers who appear to assist during disaster 

recovery. 

 A proclamation for Fairfax County’s participation in National Preparedness Month has been 

forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for action during an August meeting.  No specific 

follow up action has been determined as yet. 

 

New Business: 

No new business to report. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm. 

 

Next meeting is Thursday, September 22 at 6:45pm in Conference Room 9-10.  
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General Meeting – Sign In 

July 28, 2016 

Name Organization Represented Present 

Bernadizkowski, Maria         * Volunteer Fairfax  

Braxton, Mary                       * Virginia Family Child Care Advocacy Coalition  

 Dranesville District  

Covin, Candice                     * American Red Cross  

Cockayne, John                     * Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations  

Craven, Steve                        * NoVa Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster  

Delaney, Karrie                     * Sully District X 

Drost, Peggy          (* Alternate) Faith Communities In Action  

Ewing, Lawrence                  * United Way X 

Foley, Brian                          * Mason District X 

Fried, Gregory Neighborhood Watch – Staff  

Galliere, Susan       (* Alternate) Virginia Family Child Care Advocacy Coalition  

Hart, Susan            (* Alternate) Boy Scouts of America  

Heppner, Cheryl    (* Alternate) NoVa Resource Center for Deaf & Hard of Hearing  

Hovan, Meredith                   * PRS-CrisisLink X 

Katz, Jeffrey Community Emergency Response Team – Staff  

Kiell, Jonathan                      * Mount Vernon District X 

Kirkpatrick, Jim                    * Springfield District X 

Lambiase, Tom                     * Faith Communities In Action  

Leino, Rick            (* Alternate) American Red Cross  

Liebman, Daniel                   * Fire Corps X 

Madison, Rose                      * American Red Cross X 

McKenna, William               * Dranesville District X 

Mitchell, Mark Volunteers In Police Service – Staff X 

Moon, Mary           (* Alternate) Amateur Radio Emergency Services X 

Nieman, Charlene                 * CrisisLink  

O’Leary, Bonnie                   * NoVa Resource Center for Deaf & Hard of Hearing  

Patel, Tejas                           * Boy Scouts of America  

Peterson, Erik        (* Alternate) Fairfax Joint Local Emergency Planning Committee X 

Potter, Alan                           * Providence District  

Powers, Dana Community Emergency Response Team – Staff  

Robinette, Amelia                 * Fairfax County Council of PTAs  

Rosca, Paula Medical Reserve Corps – Staff X 

Rudnicki, Ken                       * Fairfax Joint Local Emergency Planning Committee  

Serle, Tracey                         * Medical Reserve Corps X 

Sherick, Dean Office of Emergency Management – Staff X 

Sobecke, James                     * Braddock District  (Chairperson) X 

Troutman, Jason                   * Fairfax County Amateur Radio Emergency Service  

Tuttle-Ferrio, Missy              * Community Emergency Response Team (Vice-Chairperson)  



 
 

8 

 

Vajda, Frank                         * Neighborhood Watch X 

Waller, Linda                        * Lee District X 

Wheeler, Jennifer                  * Volunteers In Police Service  

 At-Large  

 Hunter Mill District  

 Providence District  

 Fairfax County Public Schools Fire & EMS  

 Northern Virginia Technology Council  

   

ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES 

   

   

 

* Indicates Voting Member 

 


