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Chaplain Corps Accepting
Applications for Next Class

T he Fairfax County Community Chaplain Corps (FCCC Corps) is now
accepting applications for FCCC Corps Candidate Class III. Candidate
classes will begin in fall 2012.
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The FCCC Corps application and
supporting documents are to be
submitted by July 17.

The needed documents and
information to apply online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/cic/
emergency.htm#CommunityChaplainProgram.

There are a total of seven
documents to download, complete
and submit to the Neighborhood
and Community Services Comm-
unity Interfaith Coordination
Office:
1. Fairfax County Community
Chaplain Application.
2. Community Chaplain Program
Candidate Requirements.
3. Community Chaplain Program
Ethics and Guiding Principles.
4. Release of Information.
5. Photo Release.
6. Fairfax County Appointee
Background form.
7. Child Protective Service Central
Registry Release of Information.

There is a link for each document.
Click each link and select open,
then select the print button that
appears at the bottom of your
screen. Finally, complete the forms
and return them and all supporting
documents to the NCS Community
Interfaith Coordination Office.

The Fairfax County appointee
background form and the child
protective service central registry
release of information forms are to
be completed and returned to the
NCS Community Interfaith
Coordination by mail only.

All other documentation can be
submitted by fax to 703-803-8598
or by scanning and emailing to
NCSInterfaith@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Forms can also be mailed to:
Community Interfaith
Coordination, 12011 Government
Center Parkway, Suite 220
Fairfax, Va 22035

If you have any questions or need
the forms emailed to you, contact
Tenia Simmons at 703-324-3453,
tenia.simmons@fairfaxcounty.gov.
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Gather Your Emergency Supplies

Hurricanes and tropical storms are more than
high winds – flooding is often the biggest threat.

Learn more at www.Ready.gov/hurricanes

Private Sector Resources Catalog

T he “Private Sector Resources Catalog”
centralizes access to all Department of Homeland
Security resources targeted for the private sector

including small and large businesses, academia, trade
associations and other non-governmental organizations.

It collects the training, publications, guidance, alerts,
newsletters, programs and services available to the
private sector across the department. Recognizing the
breadth and diversity of the available resources as well
as the department’s continually evolving work, this
catalog is a living document, updated twice per year.

To view the catalog, visit: www.dhs.gov/xabout/
gc_1273165166442.shtm.

I
 f disaster strikes your community, you might not
have access to food, water, or electricity for some
time. By taking time now to prepare emergency
 water supplies, food supplies and disaster supplies

in a kit, you can provide for your entire family.

Even though it is unlikely that an emergency would cut
off your food supplies for two weeks, consider
maintaining a supply that will last that long.

You may not need to go out and buy foods to prepare an
emergency food supply. You can use the canned goods,
dry mixes and other staples on your cupboard shelves.

Having an ample supply of clean water is a top priority
in an emergency. A normally active person needs to
drink at least two quarts (a half gallon) of water each

day. You will also need water for food preparation and
hygiene. Store at least an additional half-gallon per
person, per day for this.

Store at least a three-day supply and consider storing a
two-week supply of water for each member of your
family. If you are unable to store this much, store as
much as you can. You can reduce the amount of water
your body needs by reducing activity and staying cool.

And don't forget to take your pets and service animals
into account!

Learn more from the CDC emergency preparedness and
response Web page, http://emergency.cdc.gov/
preparedness/kit/disasters/.

Disaster Preparedness Tips for
People with Disabilities

P eople with disabilities need to be prepared to
 quickly escape their homes in the event of
emergencies such as fires, floods, tornadoes and

hurricanes.

• Practice getting out of the house quickly at least twice
a year.
• Discuss any special needs with a local emergency-
medical-services provider.
• Plan where to go for shelter and how to get there, and
who may need to provide you with assistance.
• Compile an emergency-preparedness kit that can last
24 to 48 hours. It should include items such as
medication lists, contact numbers, medications, catheter
supplies and a first-aid kit.
• Think about shelter and supplies for your service
animal.

Learn more at www.fema.gov/plan/prepare/
specialplans.shtm.

Reprinted from MSN: http://health.msn.com/health-
topics/disaster-preparedness-tips-for-people-with-
disabilities

The American Red Cross this month launched its
official first-aid app, putting free and simple
lifesaving information right in the hands of smart-
phone users. This app is the first in a series to be
created by the American Red Cross and is available
for use on both the Android and iPhone platforms. It
gives instant access to information on how to handle
the most common first-aid situations and includes
videos and interactive quizzes. Users who take
quizzes can earn badges they can share with friends
through social media to show off their lifesaving
knowledge. For more information and to download the
app, visit www.redcross.org.



3
July 2012

Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management, 4890 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA  22030    571-350-1000      www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

Every year people look forward to summer
 vacations, camping, family reunions and picnics.
 Summertime, however, also brings fires and

injuries due to outdoor cooking and recreational fires.
Annually, there are almost 3,800 Americans injured by
gas or charcoal grill fires.

Knowing a few fire safety
tips and following safety
instructions will help
everyone have a safe
summer.
• Propane and charcoal
BBQ grills must only be
used outdoors. If used
indoors, or in any enclosed
spaces such as tents, they
pose both a fire hazard and
the risk of exposing
occupants to toxic gases
and potential asphyxiation.
• Position the grill well
away from siding, deck
railing and out from under
eaves and overhanging
branches.
• Place the grill a safe
distance from lawn games,
play areas and foot traffic.
• Keep children and pets
from the grill area: declare a 3-foot “safe zone” around
the grill.
• Put out several long-handled grilling tools to give the
chef plenty of clearance from heat and flames when
cooking.
• Periodically remove grease or fat buildup in trays
below the grill so it cannot be ignited by a hot grill.

Find more grill safety information online at
www.usfa.fema.gov/citizens/focus/summer.shtm.

Grilling Safety Marcelo’s Minute
Excessive Heat

Extreme heat can produce a
number of ill effects on the
body, including heat cramps,
the first sign that the body is
being affected by heat that
produces muscular pains and
spasms; heat exhaustion, a
form of mild shock caused by
exercising heavily in hot and humid places that may
lead to severe conditions if not treated; and heat/sun
stroke, a life-threatening condition that may cause
brain damage and even death due to a breakdown of
the body’s temperature control system.

Follow these tips to help avoid the hazardous effects
of extreme heat:
• Drink plenty of fluids. Avoid drinking caffeine.
• Keep cool indoors.
• Plan outdoor activities around the heat (go before
noon or at night when it’s cooler).
• Eat light meals. Avoid high-protein foods because
they increase metabolic heat.
• Never leave children or pets in the car.
• Avoid extreme temperature changes.
• Monitor the health of family and pets to ensure
they are not suffering from the effects of excessive
heat.

To receive notifications about weather-related
events and notices, register for the Community
Emergency Alert Network (www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
cean).

For additional information, visit:
• www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/prepare/summer
• www.ready.gov/heat
• www.vdh.state.va.us/OEP/ExtremeHeat/index.htm

If you need additional information or a presentation
about emergency preparedness or other emergency-
related topics, contact me at 571-350-1013, TTY
711, or email marcelo.ferreira@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Marcelo Ferriera, OEM community liaison, holds
the certified emergency manager (CEM) credential
from the International Association of Emergency
Managers (IAEM).

FEMA reminds child care providers to develop, implement and test your child care
facility plans by using the Multi-Hazard Planning for childcare online course.
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is36.asp

Marcelo Ferreira

Place your grill a safe
distance from play areas
and keep children away
from the grill area by
declaring a three-foot “safe
zone.”
Photo courtesy of the U.S.
Fire Administration
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National fire statistics show that 40 percent of all home fire deaths occur in homes with no smoke alarms
and that 23 percent of fire deaths occur in homes where a smoke alarm was present but did not operate.

www.usfa.fema.gov/fireservice/research/dsn/home_smoke_alarms.shtm

Are You Prepared?

Disasters and emergencies can affect anyone
 anytime. Do you have the plans and supplies in
place to help withstand the first three to five

days after a disaster?

The Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management
suggests three steps that each individual and family
should take to prepare for an emergency:

1. Make a Plan – Determine how you will contact your
family, and get back together, if you are separated
during an emergency. Be sure to identify what you will
do in various situations. More information is available
at www.ReadyVirginia.gov and www.MakeaPlan.org.

2. Assemble a Kit – An emergency
kit should contain basic
supplies to help you
withstand a disaster. It’s
best to think first about
the basics of survival:
fresh water, food,
clean air and warmth.

3. Stay Informed – The most convenient way to stay
up-to-date about local emergencies is to register for the
Community Emergency Alert Network (CEAN), which
delivers important emergency alerts, notifications and
updates during a major emergency, in addition to regular
weather and traffic alerts. Register at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cean.

President Barack Obama participates in the annual
hurricane preparedness briefing in the Situation Room of
the White House, May 30. Seated clockwise from the
president are: Homeland Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano; John Brennan, assistant to the president for
homeland security and counterterrorism; Daniel
Poneman, Department of Energy deputy secretary; Eric
Silagy, FP&L president; Bryan Koon, Florida director of
emergency management; Major General Emmett
Titshaw, Florida adjutant general; Chief of Staff Jack
Lew; and Craig Fugate, administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

Official White House Photo by Pete Souza

Three Simple Preparedness Steps

• Familiarize yourself with the disasters or
emergencies that could happen where you live, work
or frequently visit.
• Decide and practice how your family would
communicate after an emergency.
• Build an emergency supply kit to sustain your
family for at least 72 hours.

Reprinted from The White House blog,
www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/06/01/preparing-
year-s-hurricane-season.

For more preparedness info, visit www.Ready.gov.

Applying for disaster recovery assistance from the
U.S. Small Business Administration just got easier
thanks to revisions made to its electronic loan
application, significantly reducing the number of
screens an applicant must read while filling out the
form. The new online application is easier to read and
users will spend less time filling out the form.

The original electronic loan application – launched in
2008 – guided applicants through a series of 80
screens, based on responses to questions aimed at
determining eligibility. Now, applicants for disaster
assistance can fill out a form on SBA’s secure website
that looks exactly like the paper application, four
pages for home loans and three pages for business
loans. Homeowners, renters, businesses and
nonprofits applying for disaster loans to cover losses
to real estate and property, as well as economic injury,
can access the form at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/
ela/.  There’s a help link at the top of each page,
which directs users to a place where they can get
questions answered.

Questions about the electronic loan application can be
directed to SBA’s Disaster Customer Service Center at
1-800-659-2955, or by email at
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.
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Statistics from the Institute of Business and Home Safety (IBHS) indicate that 25 percent of all
businesses do not reopen after a major disaster. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce reveals that this
number rises sharply, to 43 percent, when a business does not have a formal emergency plan in place.

The Fairfax County Citizen Corps harnesses the power
of individuals through education, training and volunteer
service to make communities safe, stronger and better
prepared to respond to the threats of terrorism, crime,
public health issues and disasters of all kinds. There are
five core programs:

Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS)
Provides support for the police department by incorpo-
rating volunteers so that law enforcement
professionals have more time for frontline
duty. VIPS includes auxiliary police officers,
administrative volunteers, and the Citizen’s
Police Academy.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/vips.htm

Neighborhood Watch
Brings private citizens and law enforcement together to
reduce crime and improve the quality of life
in our neighborhoods. It brings to life the
simple concept of neighbors watching out
for neighbors. Volunteers may join an
existing group or establish one in their neighborhood.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/nw.htm

Medical Reserve Corps (MRC)
Operated by the Health Department, MRC is composed
of medical and non-medical volunteers trained to
assist the community in dispensing medication
during public health emergencies.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mrc/

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Trains people in neighborhoods, workplaces, and
schools in basic disaster response skills,
such as fire suppression and search and
rescue, and helps them take a more active
role in emergency preparedness.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/cert.htm

Fire Corps
Volunteers are trained to perform non-operational
administrative duties at the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department Headquarters
and at volunteer fire stations.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/firecorps.htm

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps

Remember Your Pets During
Hurricane/Flood Season
By Laura Southard

It’s hurricane and flood season. That means it’s time
to talk with your family about what you would do
 and where you would go if a bad storm comes.

Maybe you’ve stocked up on bottled water and extra
packaged food, just in case.  And your battery-powered/
hand-crank radio is standing by so you can get local
emergency information if the power goes out.

But what about your pet? Animals can’t take
care of themselves. During major
disasters, animals often become
separated from their owners. You can
avoid that heartbreak.

• Prepare a pet disaster supply kit.  Include food, water
and bowls; a sturdy leash and collar with identification
tags; a few days’ worth of medication; current photos of
you with your pet; blankets or towels for bedding and
warmth; cat litter/pan; your vet’s name and phone
number; treats. Store items in a sturdy container that can
be carried easily.
• Make sure all dogs and cats are wearing collars and
up-to-date identification tags. Consider permanent
identification for your pet such as a microchip, brand or
tattoo.
• Purchase a pet carrier and label it with emergency
contact information.
• Don’t leave your pet behind.  Make a plan for your pet.
If you have to evacuate, where will you go that accepts
pets? Ask friends or relatives outside your area whether
they could shelter you and your pet in an emergency.
Find a hotel or motel outside your area that accepts pets.

For more about making an emergency plan for your pet,
go to www.vaemergency.gov/readyvirginia/getakit/pets.

Laura L. Southard is public outreach coordinator with
the Virginia Department of Emergency Management.

Office of Emergency Management
4890 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA  22030
571-350-1000, TTY 711
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Assess how your company functions, both internally and externally, to determine
which staff, materials, procedures and equipment are critical to keep the business

operating. Plan what you will do if your building, plant or store is not accessible.

Fairfax County and Northern Virginia residents
can use the family and business emergency

planners at www.ReadyNOVA.org.

Mobile Wireless Emergency Alerting Capabilities
Will Be Available Nationwide

H
 urricane season began June 1, and FEMA is
providing additional tools for federal, state,
local, tribal and territorial officials to alert
 and warn the public about severe weather.

Using the Commercial Mobile Alert System, or CMAS,
which is a part of FEMA’s Integrated Public Alert and
Warning System, this structure will be used to deliver
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) to wireless carriers
for distribution to the public.

The CMAS system will allow the National Weather
Service to soon begin issuing WEAs for the most
dangerous weather through participating wireless
carriers directly to cellphones. The alerts will be
broadcast by cell towers much like an AM/FM radio
station, and cellphones within range will immediately
pick up the signal, provided they are capable of
receiving these alerts.

The availability of WEA alerts will be dependent on the
network status of the wireless carriers and handset
availability, since not all cellphones can receive WEAs.
People should check with their cellular carriers to see if
WEA alerts are available in their area.

“The wireless emergency alert capability provides an
additional opportunity for the public to receive life-
saving information needed to get out of harm’s way
when a threat exists,” said Timothy Manning, FEMA
deputy administrator for protection and national
preparedness. “The public also has a critical role in their
personal preparedness. There are a few simple steps that
everyone can take to be prepared, like knowing which
risks exist in your area and making a family emergency
plan. Information and resources to help individuals and
families prepare can be found at ready.gov.”

WEAs will look like a text message and will
automatically appear on the mobile device screen
showing the type and time of alert along with any action
that should be taken.

The message will be no more than 90 characters and
will have a unique tone and vibration, indicating a WEA
has been received. If an alert is received, the public
should follow the instructions and seek additional
information from radio, television, NOAA Weather
Radio and other official sources for emergency
information. Only call 9-1-1 in a life-threatening
situation.

Only authorized federal, state, local, tribal or territorial
officials can send WEA alerts to the public. As with all
new cellular services, it will take time for upgrades in
infrastructure, coverage and handset technology to allow
WEA alerts to reach all cellular customers.

Key Considerations When Making an
Emergency Plan

• Families should put together a disaster plan. Everyone
should know their evacuation routes and identify a site
away from the disaster area where the family can meet.

• It’s important to prepare an emergency supply kit that
includes a battery-powered radio, nonperishable food,
bottled water, a flashlight with extra batteries and
essential prescription medicine. Also, consider putting
together a kit to keep in the car.

• Everyone should heed all local warnings from local
and state officials. Don't put yourself or first responders
at risk. If you are told to evacuate, do so.

• Buy flood insurance to protect yourself financially.
Contact your insurance agent for more information on a
policy that is right for your level of risk, and visit
www.floodsmart.gov for more information about flood
insurance.

The North Atlantic hurricane season began on
 June 1, and lasts through Nov. 30.
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Websites to locate family members or loved ones after a natural or man-made disaster:
Red Cross Family Links - www.familylinks.icrc.org/
National Next of Kin Registry - www.nokr.org/

Nominate a Champion

T here is still time to nominate outstanding
individuals, organizations, Citizen Corps
Councils and programs working to make our

communities safer, stronger and better prepared for any
disaster or emergency event.

The Individual and Community Preparedness (ICP)
Awards nomination window is open through July 31
for activities taking place during the period of Jan. 1,
2011, through June 1, 2012.

Winners of the 2012 FEMA ICP Awards will be chosen
from 10 categories and will be announced in September
during National Preparedness Month. They will also be
FEMA’s honored guests at a community preparedness
roundtable event in Washington, D.C.

Do you know someone who is a preparedness trail-
blazer? Send nominations to citizencorps@fema.gov by
July 31, at 11:59 p.m.

The Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) program at FEMA recently announced a
new library of 20 ready-to-use CERT exercises of all
types, now available for download on the national
CERT website at www.citizencorps.gov/cert/
exercises.shtm.

The new materials will help CERT programs conduct
a variety of drills and exercises based on different
scenarios to engage volunteer members and to
practice, assess and improve their program’s
emergency response plans and on-the-ground
operations. The scenarios, objectives and events of
each exercise can be used as is or modified to address
the local CERT program’s training priorities.

The new Web page includes materials for four drills,
six tabletop exercises, four functional exercises, four
full-scale exercises and two competitive events that
were developed according to national guidance and
principles outlined by the Homeland Security Exercise
and Evaluation Program (HSEEP). All drills and
exercises were developed with common terminology
and a systematic approach consistent with the National
Incident Management System (NIMS) framework.

Ready Business asks companies to take three
simple steps: plan to stay in business; encourage your
people to become ready; and protect your investment.

Ready Business (www.Ready.gov/business) helps
business owners and managers of small and medium-
size businesses prepare their employees, operations
and assets in the event of an emergency. It contains
vital information for businesses on how to get started
preparing their business and their unique needs during
an emergency.

FEMA also has a publication, the “Emergency
Management Guide for Business & Industry,” that
provides step-by-step advice on how to create and
maintain a comprehensive emergency management
program. It can be used by manufacturers, corporate
offices, retailers, utilities or any organization where a
sizable number of people work or gather.

Whether you operate from a high-rise building or an
industrial complex; whether you own, rent or lease
your property; whether you are a large or small
company; the concepts in this guide will apply.

Download the guide: www.fema.gov/pdf/business/
guide/bizindst.pdf.

“Emergency Preparedness for Federal Employees
in the National Capital Region,” a printable half-
page booklet developed by the FEMA Office of
National Capital Region Coordination, is available
with emergency preparedness information, guidance
and resources specific to federal employees in the
NCR. The guide encourages federal employees and
the whole community in the Washington, D.C., area to
take practical steps to better prepare themselves and
their families for emergencies that could threaten their
homes, workplaces and communities. The brochure is
specifically tailored to employees at the workplace
and the National Capital Region and provides info on
being informed, making a plan, building a kit and
getting involved. The brochure is available at
www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=6018.
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 Hurricane names rotate in a six-year cycle with the 2012 list being a repeat of the 2006 names.
For the first time since 1997, the World Meteorological Center did not retire a storm name.

www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutnames.shtml

Hurricane
Preparedness
By Kathleen Sebelius

“May 27 to June 2 was National Hurricane
Preparedness Week, a time to plan what actions we
should take as individuals and communities to
reduce the impact of a hurricane disaster. The
effects of these storms can be devastating and can
have long-lasting consequences, including loss of
life and property.

“Regardless of whether the hurricane season is
forecasted to be above or below average you can be
a force of nature by having a personal hurricane
plan in place now.

“If a storm is approaching, the single most
important thing to do is follow the guidance from
your local authorities, knowing when to evacuate,
where to go and what to take may save your life.

“I urge you to take a few minutes to make a plan,
gather supplies for an emergency kit and learn
evacuation routes.

“As you make your personal and family plan,
consider:
• Food safety and safe drinking water: Knowing
what to keep and what not to use can help keep you
and your family safe and healthy during and after a
hurricane.
• People with chronic medical conditions should
plan to prevent their medications from becoming
spoiled or contaminated.
• If you’re thinking about using a power generator,
make sure you know how to operate it safely in
order to prevent deadly carbon monoxide (CO)
poisoning of people and animals. Install a CO
detector in your home and change the battery every
six months.”

Kathleen Sebelius is the secretary of the U.S. Health
and Human Services.

2012 Hurricane Season
The U.S. Census Bureau produces local statistics
that are critical to emergency planning, preparedness
and recovery efforts.

Below are some interesting items from the 2012
hurricane edition of “Facts for Features”:
• There were seven hurricanes during the 2011
Atlantic hurricane season, four of them Category 3
strength or higher. Irene was the only hurricane to
make landfall in the U.S., though Subtropical Storm
Lee and Tropical Storm Don both made landfall on
the Gulf Coast. www.nhc.noaa.gov/2011atlan.shtml
• Alberto is the name of the first Atlantic storm of
2012.
• The Weather Bureau officially began naming
hurricanes in 1950.
www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/tcfaq/J6.html
• In one of the busiest Atlantic hurricane seasons on
record (2005), 28 named storms formed, forcing use
of the alternate Greek alphabet scheme for the first
time. When the National Hurricane Center’s list of
21 approved names runs out for the year, hurricanes
are named after Greek letters. Of the 28 named
storms in 2005, 15 were hurricanes, with four storms
reaching Category 5 status (Dennis, Katrina, Rita
and Wilma) and three more being considered major.
www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/tcfaq/J6.html
• Hurricane Andrew made landfall in Florida on
Aug. 24, 1992 – 20-year anniversary this year –
destroying a large swath of South Florida, most
notably the city of Homestead. Andrew later landed
on the central Louisiana coast on Aug. 26 as a
Category 3 hurricane. Hurricane Andrew was the
second costliest tropical cyclone in U.S history and
killed 23 in the U.S.
www.nhc.noaa.gov/1992andrew.html

More interesting facts and figures are online at
www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/
facts_for_features_special_editions/cb12-ff13.html.

A Fairfax County, Va., publication.

To request this information in an alternate
format, call  571-350-1000, TTY 711.


