
 

Fairfax County Park Authority Nature Centers and Parks 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks 

 
HIDDEN OAKS NATURE CENTER  

7701 Royce Street 
Annandale, VA 22003 
703-941-1065 
Hidden Oaks Nature Center is in Annandale Community Park, not far from the intersection of Little 
River Turnpike and Hummer Road. 
 
WHAT TO SEE  
Interactive natural and cultural exhibits, live animal displays, a puppet stage, a resource library, an 

auditorium, a pond, woodland trails, creeks, butterfly gardens, a rain garden, a playground, an unstructured woodland 
play area, a picnic area, ball fields and the Fred M. Packard Center. 
 
WHAT TO DO  
Public programs, school programs, outreach programs, scouting programs, summer camps, birthday parties, nature and 
resource education, speak with a naturalist, picnicking, trail walks, ball games, community meetings, room 
rentals, volunteering. 
 
 

HIDDEN POND NATURE CENTER  
8511 Greeley Blvd. 
Springfield, VA 22152 
703-451-9588 
 
WHAT TO SEE  
Indoor exhibits, live animal displays, woodland trails, a self-guided nature trail, a pond, a small 
amphitheater, books, a tot lot, a picnic shelter, tennis courts, a playground, wildlife, woodlands, Pohick 

Creek, wetlands. 
 
WHAT TO DO  
Nature programs, school programs, scout programs, summer camps, hiking, limited fishing, picnicking, speak with a 
naturalist, guided walks, field trips, workshops, nature demonstrations, volunteering. 
 |  

HUNTLEY MEADOWS PARK  
3701 Lockheed Blvd. 
Alexandria, VA 22003 
703-768-2525  
 
WHAT TO SEE  
A vast wetlands with a half-mile boardwalk , a two-mile interpretive trail, a hike-bike trail, wildlife 
observation platforms, a visitor center, exhibits, gift shop, a classroom, an auditorium, forests, 
meadows, trails, an outdoor classroom, rental facilities, nationally significant Historic Huntley house.  

 
WHAT TO DO  
Superb wildlife watching, photography, birding, hiking, biking, environmental study and surveys, nature programs, 
history programs, classes, camps, scouting programs, educational programs, birthday parties, facility rentals, 
internships, volunteering, self-guided tours, picnicking, tours of Historic Huntley, occasional wagon rides, art shows, 
speak with a naturalist. There is no playground at this park. 
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RIVERBEND PARK  
8700 Potomac Mills Street 
Great Falls, VA 22066 
703-759-9018 
Riverbend Park is more than 400 acres of forest, meadows and streams alongside the Potomac River 
upstream from and adjacent to Great Falls National Park. 
 
WHAT TO SEE  
Forest, meadows, ponds, streams, trails, wildlife, a visitor center, a nature center, exhibits, a pavilion, 
a boat ramp, live animal exhibits, a nature library. 

WHAT TO DO  
Migrant bird watching and wildflowers are park highlights. Speak with a naturalist, hiking, canoeing, kayaking, boating, 
kayak tours, fishing, bird watching, picnicking, volunteering, nature programs, birthday parties, nature camps, special 
events, field trips, scouting programs, classes. There is no playground at this park. 
 
 

ELLANOR C. LAWRENCE PARK  

5040 Walney Rd. 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
703-631-0013 
Ellanor C. Lawrence Park's visitor center is in the Walney House, originally a farmhouse built around 
1780. The park is near the junction of Rt. 66 and Rt. 28.    
 
WHAT TO SEE  
Forest, streams, a meadow, a pond, wildflowers, a visitor center, exhibits, a natural area, wildlife, 
picnic tables and a picnic shelter, a playground, ball fields, hiking trails, an amphitheater, historic 

house, historic foundations. 
 
WHAT TO DO  
Nature programs, nature camps, hiking, field trips, bird watching, fishing, scouting programs, history programs, wagon 
rides, van tours, campfire programs, birthday parties, historic rentals, soccer/baseball/softball, hiking, exercising, Arts in 
the Park.    
 
 

FRYING PAN FARM PARK 
2709 West Ox Road  
Herndon, VA 20171  
703-437-9101 
 
Frying Pan Farm Park is part of the Floris Community in western 
Fairfax County, known as Frying Pan from 1726 to 1892 when the 
name was changed to Floris. Today, the park preserves and 
interprets a 1920s through 1950s farm, rural community life and agricultural landscapes for the educational, cultural and 
recreational enrichment of citizens and visitors of Fairfax County. 
 
Explore our "virtual" park on the web. It's a great way to discover the wide variety of programs we offer. But be sure to 
visit the "real thing" out here on the farm. There is a playground at this park. Admission is free to Frying Pan Farm Park 
and Kidwell Farm. 
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GREEN SPRING GARDENS 

4603 Green Spring Road 
Alexandria, VA 22312 
703-642-517  
 
Green Spring Gardens provides year-round information and inspiration for the home gardener. It's 
an outdoor classroom for children and their families to learn about plants and wildlife. It's also 
a museum and a national historic site that offers glimpses into history with colonial origins. Green 
Spring Gardens includes a wooded stream valley with ponds, a naturalistic native plant garden, 

over 20 thematic demonstration gardens, a greenhouse filled with tropicals, and a well-stocked horticultural reference 
library.  
 
Green Spring Gardens serves Fairfax County residents and visitors by advancing the awareness and practice of 
gardening. The gardens and programs focus on practical landscaping techniques that are appropriate for the 
Washington metro area. Additional programs emphasize historic influences on the land and Fairfax County residents' 
role in preserving cultural resources. There is no playground at this site. 
 

 
COLVIN RUN MILL 

10017 Colvin Run Road 
Great Falls, VA 22066 
703-759-2771    
 
Explore the beautifully wooded and landscaped grounds around historic Colvin Run Mill and 
General Store. Have a picnic, shop at the general store for stone ground cornmeal, wheat flour 
and grits, "penny" candy, toys, books, snacks and drinks. Take a short stroll on the nature trail 

or a longer hike on the nearby Cross County or Rails to River  trails. February through December, enjoy special programs 
including live music, craft demonstrations, ice cream making, seasonal activities and summer camp. Highlight your visit 
with a tour of the restored mill - a water-powered technological marvel built c.1811. There is no playground at this site. 
 
 

SULLY  
3650 Historic Sully Way 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
703-437-1794 
 
An oasis of the past, Sully reflects the history of Fairfax County. Completed in 1799 by Richard Bland 
Lee, the main house at Sully combines aspects of Georgian and Federal architecture. Richard Bland 
Lee was Northern Virginia's first Representative to Congress, as well as General Robert E. Lee's 
uncle. Sully includes original outbuildings, a representative slave quarter and gardens. Guided tours 

highlight the early 19th century life of the Richard Bland Lee family, tenant farmers and enslaved African Americans. 
There is no playground at this site. 
 
Tours: $7 Adult, $6 student (16 & up with student I.D.), $5 for senior (65 +), $5 child (age 5 – 15). Save by taking both 
tours (House tour & Forgotten Road tour) for only $2.00 extra. 
 House Tours: Guided tours of the main house given on the hour. Open daily from 11-4, closed Tuesdays. Last tour at 

4 p.m. (January, February and Holidays when open, last tour is 3 p.m.) 
 Forgotten Road Tours: Outside walking tour of the original outbuildings and slave quarter given at 2 p.m. through 

mid-November. Mid-November through February, by reservation only. No tour offered during events, during 
inclement weather/code red or higher weather conditions. Call site to confirm tour status. 
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CLEMYJONTRI 

6317 Georgetown Pike 
McLean, VA 22101 
703-388- 2807 

 
CLEMYJONTRI PARK features a unique playground where children of all abilities can play side-by-side. It is a playground 
where every child is welcome. This park is a place where children who use wheelchairs, walkers or braces, or who have 
sensory or developmental disabilities, can have a parallel playground experience of fun and exploration.  
 
At CLEMYJONTRI: 
 Ramps connect structures. 
 Swings have high backs, arm rests and special safety features. 
 Rubber surfacing allows wheelchairs to roll easily. 
 Lowered monkey bars provide easy access. 
 Equipment is designed to be sensory rich so all children can participate     

with peers. 
 Wider openings allow easy access to play structures. 
 
Other features include a carousel and a picnic pavilion (fees charged for         
these features).  
 

LEE DISTRICT RECENTER - FAMILY RECREATION AREA 
6601 Telegraph Road 
Franconia, VA 
703-922-9841 
 
If you like running through the sprinkler, you'll love Our Special Harbor Sprayground at Lee District Park. The fully 
accessible complex features Chesapeake Bay-themed attractions including a spraying osprey nest, Chessie the sea 
serpent, misting sunflowers and a lighthouse. The beach area is quieter with softer bubblers and interactive water 
tables. The computerized water maze and dumping crab basket provide more lively activity. 
 
In addition to the spraypark, the Family Recreation Area has a fully accessible tree house, and a playground for children 
ages five to 12. The playground, known as "Chessie’s Big Backyard," is fully accessible and incorporates slides, swings 
and other equipment specially designed for use by all children, including those with special needs. 
 

OUR SPECIAL HARBOR    CHESSIE'S BIG BACKYARD    TREEHOUSE 
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LAKE ACCOTINK PARK 
7500 Accotink Park Road 
Springfield, VA 22150 
703-569-3464 
 
Lake Accotink Park's 493 acres include a 55-acre lake, wetlands, and streams offering unique 
views of waterfowl and marsh life. Facilities and activities vary with the season and 
include bike rentals, canoe and pedal boat rentals, boat launch, tour boat 
rides,  fishing, nine-green double-holed miniature golf course, antique carousel, snack bar, 

pavilion, restrooms, playground, sand volleyball court and basketball court. Boats powered by electric motors, sailboats 
under 15 feet and kayaks are allowed on the lake with a $2 launch fee paid at the marina. Swimming, windsurfing, 
paddle boarding and gas powered boat motors are prohibited. Virginia State Fishing License required for fishing. 
 
 

BURKE LAKE PARK 
7315 Ox Road 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
703-323-1641 
 
Burke Lake Park features a 218-acre lake with fishing, boating, 
rowboat rental, camping, a miniature train, a carousel, outdoor 
volleyball courts, open fields, an 18-hole par three golf course, 
clubhouse with snack bar and driving range, disk golf, horse shoe 
pits, an ice cream parlor, picnic areas with grills, three 
playgrounds, trails, amphitheater, and miniature golf 
course. Swimming and windsurfing are prohibited. 
 
Lake Burke is owned by the Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries and the surrounding park land comprising Burke 
Lake Park is owned by the Fairfax County Park Authority. 
The Information Center is located at the entrance of the park once you pass through the gate, on your right hand side.  
 

 
LAKE FAIRFAX PARK 

1400 Lake Fairfax Drive 
Reston, VA 20190 
703-471-5415 
 
For recreation and fun in western Fairfax, this 476- acre park includes a 20-acre lake with fishing, 
the Water Mine family Swimmin’ Hole, boat rentals, carousel, athletic fields, picnic shelters and 
picnic areas with grills, a playground, restrooms, campgrounds, trails and a skatepark. 
 
The Water Mine Family Swimmin’ Hole features tubing on the Rattlesnake Lazy River, a tot pool at 

Tenderfoot Pond, slides, tunnels, and interactive play features designed for young children. The Water Mine is open 
Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day. There is a fee, per person. 
 
Carousel and boat rentals are open from Memorial Day through Labor Day, and only on weekends and holidays during 
September and October. There is a fee, per person. 
 
The campground, picnic areas, playground, trails and skate park are open year-round. A Virginia State fishing license is 
required to fish. Sailboats, gasoline and electric-powered boats and swimming are prohibited in the lake. 
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FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY MAJOR PARKS: PLAYGROUNDS 
 

In addition to playgrounds noted in the parks listed above, the following parks offer free playgrounds, dawn to 
dusk.  
 
Directions to these playgrounds can be found on the Fairfax County Park Authority website: 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks. 

 

Great Falls Grange 9818 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066 703-827-0609 
Mason District Park 6621 Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA 22003  703-941-1730 
Nottaway Park 9537 Courthouse Road, Vienna, VA 22181  703-938-7532 
Jefferson District 7900 Lee Highway, Falls Church, VA 22042  703-573-0443 
 

 
 
 
PARKTAKES QUARTERLY MAGAZINE – READ IT ONLINE 
 

You can browse the Parktakes Magazine online at the Fairfax 
County Park Authority website or have a free copy of this 
quarterly guide to parks and recreation programs sent to your 
home by registering for park programs. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RESOURCES E-NEWSLETTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about protecting, preserving and interpreting Fairfax County’s natural and 
cultural heritage, including what is happening at Fairfax County Park Authority nature centers, 
subscribe to the free e-newsletter ResOURces. You can sign-up for this free e-newsletter 
online at the Fairfax County Park Authority website: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks. 

http://www.fxparks.org/e-parktakes.html

