
Update
Spring 2011 A Newsletter for Fairfax County Child Care Programs

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofc Reasonable accommodations made upon 
request; call 703-324-8000 or TTY 711.

A Fairfax County, VA
Publication 8/2010

You are invited to the 7th annual School Readiness 
Symposium! It will be held on Saturday, May 14 on the 
campus of George Mason University. This half-day event 
will explore how early childhood educators can help 
incorporate math and science in early learning.

Instilling a love of math and science early in a child’s 
life is an important step towards long-term success. The 
School Readiness Symposium will help participants 
learn how to use everyday experiences to help children 
understand measurement, patterns, geometric shapes, 
spatial relationships, number operations, cause and effect, 
and scientific observation.

The symposium will be presented by the Office for 
Children, Fairfax Futures, and Fairfax County Public 
Schools. An invitation will be mailed in April.

CCAR 
Reimbursements

Do you care for children who 
are in the child care subsidy 
program? If so, you should 
have received your 1099 IRS 
statement from the Fairfax 
County Finance Department. 
If you have questions about 

your reimbursement, call 703-324-3124. Please leave 
your name and/or business name, tax identification 
number, the hours you are available to discuss your 

reimbursement, and a brief reason for your call. Also, 
if you would like an interpreter, please state which 
language you prefer.

Your Tax I.D. Number
The IRS requires family child care providers to give their 
tax identification number to the families they serve. 
A tax identification number can be a social security 
number or an employer identification number. Failure 
to provide this information can result in an IRS penalty. 
If you would like to apply for an employer identification 
number, search for “EIN” on the IRS website at on the 
IRS website at www.irs.gov.

Bringing Math and Science Into 
Children’s Everyday Learning

Tax Time

Fairfax County



Community Education and Provider Services 
administers the USDA Food Program and family care 

child care permits in Fairfax County. You can reach 
the staff assigned to your zip code by using the 

following email addresses.

DFSCEPSTeam1@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Please use this email address to 
contact us if you live in these 
Alexandria, Burke, Fairfax Station, 
Fort Belvoir, Lorton or Springfield 
zip codes: 22060, 22079, 22015, 
22039, 22153, 22303, 22305, 
22306, 22307, 22308, 22309, 
22310, 22315.

DFSCEPSTeam2@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Please use this email address to contact us if you live these 
Alexandria, Annandale, Arlington, Falls Church, Herndon, 
Reston, Springfield or Vienna zip codes: 20170, 20190, 
20194, 22040, 22041, 22042, 22003, 22150, 22151, 22152, 
22181, 22182, 22201, 22203, 22204, 22301, 22302, 
22304, 22311, 22312, 22314.

DFSCEPSTeam3@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Please use this email address to contact us if you live these 
Centreville, Fairfax, Gainesville, Great Falls, Herndon, 
Leesburg, Reston, Sterling, or Vienna zip codes: 20121, 
20155, 20164, 20166, 20171, 20176, 20191, 22033, 22066, 
22180.

DFSCEPSTeam4@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Please use this email address to contact us if you live these 
Bristow, Centreville, Chantilly, Clifton, Fairfax, Falls 
Church, Manassas, Mclean or Oakton zip codes: 20109, 
20110, 20111, 20120, 20124, 20136, 20151, 20152, 22030, 
22031, 22032, 22043, 22044, 22046, 22101, 22102, 
22124.

If you don’t know how to create an email account, please 
attend our “Marketing Strategies” workshop on June 16 at 
7 p.m. in room 214 of the Annandale Terrace Elementary 
School. Attendees will have the opportunity to create an 
e-mail account and a simple website during the class.
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Experiencing a smooth transition from child care to 
kindergarten can make starting school less stressful for 
children, their families and their teachers. Smoother 
transitions happen when everyone involved in 
the child’s education work together to prepare 
children to start school ready to succeed. 

Child care professionals can ease the 
transition to school by helping children 
and their families become familiar 
with the knowledge, skills and abilities 
they will need in kindergarten. School 
teachers can support transitions by 
becoming aware of the experiences 
children have had in child care and at 
home.

In partnership with Fairfax Futures, 
the school system and the county, the 
Neighborhood School Readiness Teams 
bring together child care professionals, families, 
teachers and local organizations to share resources 
and create opportunities to help children start school 
successfully.

There are currently eight Neighborhood School Readiness 
Teams. They support children who will enter these 

elementary schools: Lake Anne in Reston; Providence 
in Fairfax City; Lynbrook in Springfield; Freedom 

Hill in Vienna; Hollin Meadows/Hybla Valley 
in Alexandria; Bonnie Brae in Burke; Centre 

Ridge in Centreville and Annandale Terrace 
in Annandale.

The members of the Neighborhood School 
Readiness Teams meet regularly to discuss 
how the community can work together 
to support children’s transition to school. 
They arrange opportunities for families 
to visit schools, register children early for 
kindergarten and before- and after-school 
care, and understand the medical forms 

and vaccinations schools require.

If you care for children who will be entering 
one of the schools listed above, and are interested 

in joining one of the teams, contact the Office for 
Children at 703-324-8267.

Would You Like to Join a Team?

Contact Us by E-Mail



* A fever is a temperature of 101 degrees Fahrenheit if taken by mouth, and 100 degrees if 
taken in the armpit. Since a child’s temperature can be affected by wearing heavy clothes, hot 
weather, active play or hot drinks, be sure to verify the child’s temperature by taking it again 15 
minutes after the first reading.
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The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission has issued a 
new ruling about cribs. Child 
care centers must replace all 
wooden cribs that were made 
before 2011. Cribs made out of 
wood before 2011 do not meet 
the required safety standards. 
Child care centers have until 
2013 to replace wooden cribs 
made before 2011.

Although there is currently no ruling that requires family 
child care providers to replace older wooden cribs, they 
should consider doing so since it is best for children to have 
the safest sleep environment possible.

Although springtime is known as allergy season, it’s also a 
time of year when other conditions and diseases can occur. 
Sick children who attend child care programs while they are 
contagious can make the other children and adults in the 
program sick, and they then spread the illness to others. To 
help prevent the spread of disease, your child care program 
should have a written document that states your policy about 
children who arrive sick or become sick during the day.
Your policy should explain to parents that you cannot care 
for a sick child, and that you will call parents to pick up 
children who become ill. Parents will have to arrange back-
up care for their sick child if they are not able to leave work 
to pick the child up.
Parents should be asked to pick up a child who has:
�� A fever* and symptoms of illness. 
�� Diarrhea;
�� Vomiting;
�� Sore throat or difficulty swallowing;
�� Headache or stiff neck; 
�� Severe itching or rashes;
�� Mouth sores;
�� Significant tiredness, irritability, or crying;

�� Difficulty breathing, chronic coughing, or wheezing;
�� Any contagious condition such as ringworm, 

bedbugs, head lice, or pink eye;
�� Unusual nasal discharge;
�� Constant pain in the stomach;
�� Behavior that seems slow, confused, disoriented. 

Children who have had a contagious condition should not 
return to care until 24 hours have passed since the last 
symptom. You can consider requiring parents to show you 
a note from their doctor stating that the child’s illness is no 
longer contagious and the child can return to care.

If you would like to ask a health care professional questions 
about illness and disease as you create your sick-child 
policy, call the Fairfax County Health Department at 
703-246-2433 between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Mondays-
Fridays. There is no charge for 
this service. State-licensed child 
care professionals can also call 
the Virginia Department of 
Social Services at 703-934-1505.

Replace Wooden Cribs

Your Sick-Child Policy

In addition to making sure cribs meet current 
safety standards, all child care professionals are 
urged to follow these guidelines to help prevent 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome:

ff Do not allow babies to share a crib;

ff Use a firm mattress in a safety-approved crib 
or bassinet;

ff Always place babies on their backs for sleep;

ff Do not cover babies with sheets or blankets; 
use sleeper garments instead;

ff Make sure babies’ faces and heads stay 
uncovered during sleep;

ff Remove soft, fluffy, loose bedding and 
stuffed toys from babies’ sleep areas.
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The Office for Children has 
wonderful classes planned 
for this summer! Some of 
the courses will provide 
participants with the option of 
earning extra training hours 
by doing additional learning 
activities at home.

For example, a class might 
meet for two hours each 
week for three weeks. The 

instructor can assign activities that can be done at home 
between the three times the class meets. After evaluating 
the work the child care professional has completed at 
home, the instructor can award two additional hours of 
training so that the child care professional earns a total 
of eight training hours.

Extra credit for work completed at home will be awarded 
at the last class of the series. The participant will receive 
a certificate for the total number of training hours 
earned, and we will also note the additional hours in our 
records.

Of the dozens of classes the Office for Children will offer 
this summer, several of them will give attendees the ability 
to earn extra training hours at home. The summer training 
catalog will be mailed in late April; registration begins 
May 11. You will be able to look for these classes online 
beginning May 2 at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ofc.

Family child care providers who are in the 
process of renewing their child care permit 
must schedule a fire safety inspection 
by calling the Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department at 703-246-4660 
between 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - 
Friday. Please call to arrange your fire 
safety inspection as soon as you receive 
the letter of notification from the Fire 
Department. 

Scheduling Your 
Inspection

How to Earn More Training Hours


