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BACKGROUND     
 

From June 4 through June 16, 2016, the Fairfax County Health Department (FCHD) 
conducted a Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER) in select 
neighborhoods throughout the county.  CASPER is a tool developed by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to enable government at all levels to rapidly assess a 
community’s health needs after a disaster, as well as to measure community preparedness for 
disasters or emergencies using a validated sampling methodology.  

The goal of FCHD’s non-disaster/pre-disaster CASPER was to collect community data on 
emergency preparedness, communication, and communicable disease as well as to train FCHD 
staff on how to conduct a CASPER in the event of an emergency in Fairfax County. FCHD’s 
CASPER involved choosing a random sampling of neighborhoods within Fairfax County; a select 
number of houses within each neighborhood were then selected at random and asked to 
participate in a face-to-face questionnaire that assessed general demographics, emergency 
preparedness, and communicable disease risk.  
 

METHODS  
 

FCHD conducted a CASPER throughout Fairfax County from June 4-16, 2016. Fairfax 
County is located in the National Capital Region in Northern Virginia with a population of 1.13 
million people (2015 estimate). Its land mass is 407 square miles, and it is bordered by Loudoun 
and Prince William counties to the west and Arlington County and the City of Alexandria to the 
east. CASPER is an assessment process designed to provide household-level information about 
an impacted community’s needs following a disaster. CASPER rapidly obtains accurate and 
timely data in a relatively inexpensive manner through precise analysis and interpretation. The 
information gained is then shared in a simple format with decision-makers to inform response 
efforts. Utilizing CDC templates and past CASPER questionnaires, FCHD created a 50 question 
questionnaire. The questionnaire was designed to capture 1) demographic information; 2) 
emergency readiness; 3) methods of communication; and 4) communicable disease information 
(see questionnaire: Appendix A).  

In order to better organize and conduct the assessment, and to practice critical 
emergency management skills, the Incident Command System (ICS) was utilized to plan and 
execute the CASPER. This allowed the FCHD to utilize the same organizational construct and 
planning process that is used during emergencies and planned events. It also allowed for a 
practical opportunity to utilize mobile command post vehicles, communications equipment, 
and other critical technologies and equipment. FCHD staff were assigned to key ICS positions, 
and command and control concepts were utilized in supervising the volunteer interviewers in 
the field.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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A two-stage sampling method was used to select a representative sample of 315 
households to be interviewed. In the first stage, 45 clusters (census blocks) were randomly 
selected with probability proportional to the number of housing units within the census block 
according to the 2010 Census. In the second stage, interview teams randomly selected seven 
households from each of the 45 clusters. The interview teams were provided with detailed 
maps of each cluster and instructed to select the seven housing units to interview by using a 
standardized randomization method (see map of clusters by supervisor district: Appendix B).  

A three-hour training session on interview techniques, safety issues, household 
selection and tracking methods was given on May 31, June 1, and June 2, 2016 (attendance 
required at one session) to the interview teams. Teams were comprised of Medical Reserve 
Corps (MRC), Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), and American Red Cross (ARC) 
volunteers, along with some county staff. Each team attempted to conduct seven interviews in 
each of the 45 census blocks selected for the sample, with a goal of 315 total interviews. 
Residents of the selected households who were at least 18 years of age or older were 
considered eligible respondents. Tracking forms (see appendix C) were completed for every 
household attempted by the field teams. Questionnaires were only completed by those 
households who agreed to complete the survey. Both the tracking forms and questionnaire 
were completed on site with a paper copy and electronically entered into a database once the 
forms returned to FCHD.  Additionally, the field teams distributed flyers provided by FCHD to 
those who completed the survey, with emergency preparedness and contact information for 
FCHD.  

Epi Info 7.0, a free statistical software package produced by the CDC, was used for data 
entry and analysis. To account for the probability that the responding household was selected, 
FCHD created sampling weights based on the total number of occupied houses according to the 
2010 Census, the number of clusters selected, and the number of interviews completed in each 
cluster. This weight was used to calculate all weighted frequencies and percentages presented 
in this report. The contact rate was calculated by dividing the completed interviews by the total 
number of households where contact was attempted; the cooperation rate was calculated by 
dividing completed interviews by the total number of households where contact was made; and 
the completion rate was calculated by dividing the number of completed interviews by 315 (i.e., 
the goal for completed interviews in this CASPER).  

 

RESULTS  
 

From June 4 through June 16, 2016, the interview teams were able to fully complete 253 
interviews, yielding a completion rate of 80.3% (Table 1). Table 2 gives the summary of houses 
visited for the CASPER, utilizing the frequencies from the tracking forms. The 253 completed 
interviews were a sample of the 391,794 total households in Fairfax County. Unweighted 
frequencies, percentages, and projected population estimates based on weighted analyses can be 
found in Table 3 through Table 8. Significant data points are highlighted below in the corresponding 
questionnaire section. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Demographic Information 

The demographics of the sample mirrored the demographics of Fairfax County as a 
whole (Table 3). Weighted analysis also suggests that 13.4% of households in Fairfax County 
have an adult member of their household that is unable to read. Approximately 37% of 
households sampled responded yes to pets in their household, projecting to 147,275 
households throughout Fairfax County with a pet.  

Emergency Preparedness 

Question 13-20 of the CASPER examined household preparedness across various topics 
related to emergency supplies and plans. While the analysis reflected a large proportion of 
households that did not report having those respective items (approximately 40%-80%); only 
16.6% of residents reported feeling unprepared in the event of a large scale emergency 
(Question 34). A projected 116,559 (29.8%) of Fairfax County households do not currently have 
a working carbon monoxide detector in their homes. Also noted, 91.2% of houses reported that 
they would take their pet with them in in the event of an evacuation.  

Methods of Communication  

 Question 38 examined a household’s main source of information regarding disasters 
and emergencies. TV and internet websites were the top two answers for this questions (45.7% 
and 25.6% respectively). The least used information sources were local newspapers, church or 
other groups, and automated calls (1.6%, 1.9%, and 2.7% respectively). Almost half of 
respondents (46.9%) indicated that the local health department would be the trusted/reliable 
source of information they would turn to in the event of an emergency, which was significantly 
higher than previous community surveys indicated.  Also, a projected 184065 (47.0%) 
households in Fairfax County are enrolled in “Fairfax Alerts” or a similar emergency alerting 
system. 

Communicable Disease Information  

 In light of the 2016 Zika outbreak, select questions in this section of the questionnaire 
pertained to the mosquito vector. A projected 24.3% of Fairfax households have containers 
holding water, or low areas with standing water around their home and a combined projected 
43.7% of households in Fairfax County are concerned or are very concerned about diseases that 
mosquitos may potentially carry. 
 

DISCUSSION  

The data presented here represent reports from the CASPER surveys conducted in Fairfax 

County between June 4-16, 2016. To create sampling weights, information from the 2010 Census 
was used to determine the household probability of being selected. Some areas may have 
experienced significant population changes since 2010, and thus, Census data may not be 
representative of the current population in those areas. Changes in population since the previous 
census may result in less reliable generalizations of weight analyses to the sampling frame. The 
discrepancy between the 2010 Census and the current status would not, however, affect the 
unweighted frequencies presented in this report.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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The contact rate, 14.3%, indicates that the field interview teams had to sample more 
households within the clusters to complete the necessary number of interviews, and this additional 
sampling might affect the representativeness of the results. In other words, interview teams had 
the door answered, on average, three times for every twenty houses visited. The cooperation rate, 
47.9%, indicates that when residents answered the door, approximately half of them completed the 
survey. As no baseline for this type of surveying existed prior to this CASPER, no comparisons can be 
made for community willingness to participate.  

This CASPER met the stated goal to collect community data on emergency preparedness, 
communication, and communicable disease. It also served its purpose in training FCHD staff on how 
to conduct a CASPER in the event of an emergency in Fairfax County. Some lessons learned for the 
use of CASPER as part of an emergency response in Fairfax County included the large number of 
households/workforce needed to complete over 80% of the sample size, the informatics and 
training limitations on FCHD in the use of electronic data collection from the field, and the need to 
limit the survey to include only questions of significance to emergency planners and responders.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

On the basis of the results of the CASPER, the following actions are recommended:  

1. Emphasize core emergency preparedness messages in all public outreach and education 
activities. 

Since a high percentage of households reported not having taken the steps to becoming prepared 
(e.g., having emergency plans and emergency supplies, etc.), there is clearly more work to be done 
in educating the community regarding the importance of personal and household preparedness. 
Ensuring that community members have awareness of and access to the multitude of resources 
provided by the county and other entities (e.g., Ready.gov, etc.) is also critical to enhancing their 
ability to take the necessary steps to becoming better-prepared.  

2. Emphasize the importance of pet preparedness and encouraging pet-friendly shelters. 

Almost 60% of pet owners indicated they did not have emergency supplies for their pets. 
Ensuring that preparedness steps have been taken for all members of the household, including 
pets, is critical to overall preparedness. In addition, the majority of pet owners (91%) indicated 
they would take their pets with them if they needed to evacuate their homes in an emergency. 
Caring for pets in an emergency without proper supplies on hand is challenging at best. 
Reinforcing that preparedness plans and supplies must account for all household members, 
including pets, is of critical importance. Additionally, work should continue to enhance the 
ability of county mass care shelters to accept residents with pets.  

3. Emphasize emergency alerting systems (e.g. Fairfax Alerts) and other methods of receiving 
information during emergencies. 

Less than 50% of those surveyed indicated they were enrolled in “Fairfax Alerts” or a similar alerting 
system. However, almost 85% indicated they would seek information from Fairfax County during an 
emergency. And over 45% indicated television would be their main source of information regarding 
disasters or emergencies. Relying solely on mass media sources like television could leave residents 
vulnerable should there be widespread power outages or disruptions to telecommunications 
services. Although broadcast signals may be disrupted, cell phone communication and emergency 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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text alerts may still function. Promoting enrollment in systems like “Fairfax Alerts” will help ensure 
that community members are able to receive critical information from public safety officials during 
emergencies.  

4. Continue mosquito control measures to prevent/limit local transmission of mosquito-borne 
diseases.  

As almost half of our citizens are concerned about diseases that mosquitoes carry and a large 
percent of our households report suitable breeding grounds for mosquitos close to their homes, it is 
important that FCHD remains vigilant with vector abatement to limit/prevent local transmission of 
Zika virus. This important public health action educates our citizens and increases awareness 
amongst our communities.  

5. Share and discuss CASPER results with key Fairfax County partners and stakeholders. 

The results of FCHD’s CASPER can be used to evaluate the needs of the County from different 
perspectives, therefore it is recommended that FCHD share this report with key partners 
throughout the County. To ensure these results are interpreted correctly, a small group of FCHD 
representatives can present the CASPER process and the analyzed data to respective partners. This 
approach will ensure a coordinated and appropriate response to any initiatives stemming from the 
CASPER data.  
  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Table 1. Questionnaire response rates for the 2016 Fairfax County CASPER. 

Response Rates 

Completion Rate 80.3% 

Cooperation Rate 47.9% 

Contact Rate 14.3% 

 

 The completion rate represents how close interview teams came to collecting the goal 
number of interviews (n=315). Completion rates below 80% (n=252) result in an 
unacceptably low number to represent the sampling frame. 

 The cooperation rate is the proportion of households at which contact was made and the 
household agreed to complete an interview. It represents both the eligibility and the 
willingness of the community to complete the CASPER interview. The lower the number of 
contacts made, the more the sample becomes one of convenience. 

 The contact rate is the proportion of all households at which contact was attempted and the 
household successfully completed an interview. Higher contact rates indicate better 
representativeness of the sample of the population. Lower contact rates indicate that field 
interview teams had to attempt interviews at many households (i.e., knock on many doors) 
in order to obtain the necessary number of interviews. The lower the contact rate, the more 
the sample becomes one of convenience, which could lead to the inability to generalize 
research findings, the introduction of potential bias, and higher sampling error. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Table 2. Frequencies of tracking form data - summary of houses visited for 2016 Fairfax County 
CASPER. 
 

Access 

Category Count Percent 

Residence is Accessible 1224 99.8% 

Residence is Unaccessible 3 0.2% 

Residence Appears Unsafe 0 0.0% 

      

Type of Dwelling 

Category Count Percent 

No housing structure 1 0.1% 

Mobile Home 13 1.1% 

Single Family House (Including Townhouses) 775 63.2% 

Apartment or Condo 418 34.1% 

Other 20 1.6% 

      

Answer 

Category Count Percent 

Door was answered 523 42.2% 

Appears as though someone is home but no answer 75 6.1% 

Appears vacant 24 1.9% 

Nobody home after 1st visit 593 47.9% 

Nobody home after 2nd visit 23 1.9% 

      

Interview 

Category Count Percent 

Language Barrier 26 4.9% 

Refused to Participate* 246 46.6% 

Interview begun, not finished 3 0.6% 

Interview Complete 253 47.9% 

 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Table 3. Comparing Fairfax County race/ethnicity demographics of the projected CASPER 
percentages with the 2015 US Census data. 
 

Race/Ethnicity 2015 US Census Data 
(Fairfax County) 

2016 Fairfax CASPER- 
Projected Estimates 

White 66.1% 62.8% 

Asian 19.5% 20.1% 

Hispanic 16.4% 15.6% 

Black 10.1% 10.6% 

American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.6% 0.7% 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 0.1% 0.4% 

 

Table 4- Results of demographic section yes/no answer questions, including weighted analysis 
(projected %) and 95% confidence intervals. Projected households applies weighted analysis to 
entire Fairfax County household populations. 
 

Question 
Frequency 
of answer- 

Yes 

% of 
households 

Projected 
households 

Projected 
% 

95% CI 

Q3A Do you have any pets in 
your household? 

94 36.58% 147275 37.59% 
36.66%-
38.51% 

Q4 Are you Hispanic or 
Latino? 

39 15.35% 61002 15.57% 
14.87%-
16.27% 

Q6A- Is there any adult in your 
household who does not 
speak English? 

36 14.12% 58299 14.88% 
14.21%-
15.58% 

Q7-Are you or any adult 
members of your household 
unable to read? 

39 15.54% 52304 13.35% 
12.70%-
14.01% 

Q10A-Do you or does any 
member of your household 
need Daily medication (not 
birth control or vitamins)? 

126 49.61% 194369 49.61% 
48.65%-
50.57% 

Q10B-Do you or does any 
member of your household 
need Dialysis? 

2 0.80% 1371 0.35% 
0.25%-
0.49% 

Q10C-Do you or does any 
member of your household 
need Home health care? 

8 3.21% 10108 2.58% 
2.29%-
2.90% 

Q10D-Do you or does any 
member of your household 
need Oxygen supply? 

3 1.20% 4231 1.08% 
0.89%-
1.29% 

Q10E-Do you or any member 
of your household need 
wheelchair/cane/walker? 

7 2.80% 10774 2.75% 
2.45%-
3.09% 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Q10F-Do you or does any 
member of your household 
need Other type of special 
care or assistance? 

10 4.02% 13360 3.41% 
3.07%-
3.77% 

Q11A-In the past 5 years, have 
you or anybody in your 
household taken training in 
First aid? 

92 36.22% 153152 39.09% 
38.15%-
40.03% 

Q11B-In the past 5 years, have 
you or anybody in your 
household taken training in 
CPR? 

102 40.16% 165337 42.20% 
41.26%-
43.15% 

Q11C-In the past 5 years, have 
you or anybody in your 
household taken training in 
CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team)? 

13 5.31% 21431 5.47% 
5.04%-
5.93% 

Q12A-Are you or any member 
of your household Blind (or 
significant vision impairment)? 

5 1.97% 8071 2.06% 
1.81%-
2.35% 

Q12B-Are you or any member 
of your household Deaf 
and/or hard of hearing? 

12 4.74% 17592 4.49% 
4.10%-
4.90% 

Q12C-Are you or any member 
of your household Autistic or 
have other 
cognitive/intellectual 
disabilities? 

11 4.33% 17435 4.45% 
4.07%-
4.86% 

Q12D-Do you or any member 
of your household have 
physical or mental health 
disabilities? 

18 17.09% 26289 6.71% 
6.24%-
7.20% 

Q12E-Are you or any member 
of your household pregnant? 

3 1.19% 3448 0.88% 
0.71%-
1.07% 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Table 5- Results of demographic section multiple choice answer questions, including weighted 
analysis (projected %) and 95% confidence intervals. Projected households applies weighted 
analysis to entire Fairfax County household populations. 
 

Question 
Frequency of 

answer 
% of 

households 
Projected 

households 
Projected 

% 
95% CI 

Q5- What is your race?           

American Indian/Alaska 
Native 

2 0.84% 2586 0.66% 0.52%-0.84% 

Asian 49 20.68% 78751 20.10% 
18.67%-
20.24% 

Black or African American 24 10.13% 41530 10.60% 
9.76%-
10.97% 

White 147 62.03% 245968 62.78% 
61.81%-
63.73% 

Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander 

1 0.42% 1606 0.41% 0.30%-0.565 

Q8- What is the highest 
degree or level of school 
anyone in your household 
has completed?  

     

No schooling completed 3 1.20% 3957 1.01% 0.84%-1.23% 

High school graduate - 
high school diploma or the 
equivalent (for example: 
GED) 

23 9.16% 35497 9.06% 8.51%-9.62% 

Associates degree (for 
example: AA, AS) 

10 3.98% 17161 4.38% 4.00%-4.79% 

Bachelor's degree (for 
example: BA, AB, BS) 

80 31.87% 133484 34.07% 
33.15%-
34.99% 

Master's degree (for 
example: MA, MS, MEng, 
MEd, MSW, MBA) 

99 39.44% 153113 39.08% 
38.14%-
40.03% 

Professional degree or 
Doctorate Degree (for 
example: MD, PHD, DVM, 
LLB, JD) 

32 12.75% 42196 10.77% 
10.18%-
11.38% 

  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Q9- What is your total 
household income? 

     

Less than $20,000 8 3.17% 13948 3.56% 3.22%-3.94% 

$20,000 to less than 
$50,000 

28 11.11% 43097 11.00% 
10.41%-
11.62% 

$50,000 to less than 
$110,000 

51 20.24% 84079 21.46% 
20.68%-
22.26% 

$110,000 to less than 
150,000 

41 16.27% 64920 16.57% 
15.86%-
17.30% 

Greater than $150,000  39 15.48% 60885 15.54% 
14.85%-
16.25% 

 

Table 6- Results of emergency preparedness section yes/no answer questions, including weighted 
analysis (projected %) and 95% confidence intervals. Projected households applies weighted 
analysis to entire Fairfax County household populations. 
 

Question 
Frequency 
of answer-

Yes 

% of 
households 

Projected 
households 

Projected 
% 

95% CI 

Q13A-Does your household 
have any of the following 
emergency plans- Emergency 
communication plan such as a 
list of numbers and designated 
out-of-town contact? 

151 59.22% 231080 58.98% 
58.13%-
59.92% 

Q13B-Does your household 
have any of the following 
emergency plans-Designated 
meeting place immediately 
outside your home or close by 
in your neighborhood? 

99 39.13% 147079 37.54% 
36.61%-
38.48% 

Q13C-Does your household 
have any of the following 
emergency plans-Designated 
meeting place outside of your 
neighborhood in case you 
cannot return home? 

84 33.20% 124904 31.88% 
30.99%-
32.79% 

Q13D-Does your household 
have any of the following 
emergency plans- Copies of 
important documents in a safe 
location (e.g., water proof 
container)? 

183 70.98% 273551 69.82% 
68.93%-
70.69% 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd


              12 

Fairfax County Health Department 
10777 Main Street, Suite 203, Fairfax, VA  22030 

Phone: 703-246-2411   TTY: 711   Fax: 703-653-9463 

         www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd 
 

Q13E-Does your household 
have any of the following 
emergency plans- Multiple 
routes away from your home in 
case evacuation is necessary? 

149 59.13% 234489 59.85% 
58.9%-
60.79% 

Q14-Have you practiced any of 
your emergency plans with all 
the members of your 
household? 

49 19.22% 77418 19.76% 19%-20.53% 

Q15- IF THEY HAVE CHILDREN: 
If any of the children in your 
household attend school or day 
care, are you aware of their 
emergency plan? 

168 81.16% 322642 82.35% 
81.53%-
83.15% 

Q16-Has your household 
prepared an Emergency Supply 
Kit with supplies like water, 
food, flashlights, and extra 
batteries that is kept in a 
designated place in your home? 

138 54.33% 220071 56.17% 
55.21%-
57.12% 

Q17-Do you or any member of 
your household keep 
emergency supplies (like a 
blanket, non-perishable food, 
drinking water, etc.) in your 
vehicle? 

115 45.28% 188375 48.08% 
47.12%-
49.04% 

Q18- Has your household 
prepared a kit with emergency 
supplies to take with you if you 
had to leave quickly? 

81 32.02% 134189 34.25% 
33.34%-
35.17% 

Q19-IF THEY HAVE PETS: If you 
have pets, have you prepared 
emergency supplies for your 
pets in the event of an 
emergency? 

38 40.43% 160165 40.88% 
39.36%-
42.41% 

Q20-Does your household have 
adequate drinking water 
(besides tap) for 3 days during 
an emergency? (1 gallon per 
person per day)? 

155 61.02% 237819 60.70% 
59.76%-
61.64% 

Q21-Does your household have 
adequate non-perishable food 
(e.g., protein bars, nuts) for 3 
days during an emergency? 

204 80.31% 321506 82.06% 
81.31%-
82.79% 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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Q22-Does your household 
currently have a 7-day supply of 
medication for each person 
who takes prescribed 
medications? 

228 91.20% 357825 91.33% 
90.77%-
91.87% 

Q-23-If public officials 
announced a mandatory 
evacuation from your 
community due to a large-scale 
disaster or emergency, would 
your household evacuate? 

248 98.41% 385369 98.36% 
98.1%-
98.59% 

Q26A-Does your household 
currently have a working 
generator? 

43 17.30% 68799 17.56% 
16.84%-
18.31% 

Q26B-If YES, do you have a 3 
day fuel supply? 

34 79.07% 288517 73.64% 
71.61%-
75.57% 

Q27-Does your household 
currently have a working smoke 
detector? 

247 97.24% 380550 97.13% 
96.79%-
97.44% 

Q28-Does your household 
currently have a working 
carbon monoxide detector? 

177 69.69% 275235 70.25% 
69.36%-
71.12% 

Q29-Does your household 
currently have a working fire 
extinguisher? 

182 71.94% 288556 73.65% 
72.8%-
74.49% 

Q30-Does your household 
currently have a first aid kit? 

215 84.98% 331183 84.53% 
83.82%-
85.22% 

Q31-Does your household 
currently have a backup heat 
source (e.g., kerosene heater, 
fireplace)? 

144 56.69% 213097 54.39% 
53.44%-
55.35% 

Q36-If you or a member of your 
household were unable to leave 
your home due to illness, is 
there someone such as a family 
member, friend or neighbor 
who you could depend on to 
bring groceries, medications, 
and other essential items 
during an emergency? 

229 90.87% 359236 91.69% 
91.14%-
92.21% 
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Table 7. Results of emergency preparedness section multiple choice answer questions, including 
weighted analysis (projected %) and 95% confidence intervals. Projected households applies 
weighted analysis to entire Fairfax County household populations. 

Question 
Frequency 
of answer 

% of 
households 

Projected 
households 

Projected % 95% CI 

Q24- What would be the main 
reason that might prevent you 
from evacuating if asked to do 
so? 

     

Lack of transportation 26 10.08% 39493 - - 

Concern about leaving property 32 12.40% 48582 - - 

Concern about personal safety 48 18.60% 72874 - - 

Concern about traffic jams 74 28.68% 112367 - - 

Health problems (e.g., could not 
be moved) 

19 7.36% 28848 - - 

Lack of trust in public officials 24 9.30% 36437 - - 

Nowhere to go 21 8.14% 31892 - - 

Concern about leaving pets 14 5.43% 21274 - - 

Inconvenient/expensive 20 7.75% 30364 - - 

Q25A- If your household had to 
evacuate due to a large-scale 
disaster or emergency, where 
would you go? 

     

Friends/family/2nd home 
outside your area 

192 74.42% 291573 - - 

Red Cross, church, or 
community shelter 

34 13.18% 51638 - - 

Hotel or Motel 50 19.38% 75930 - - 

Other 19 7.36% 28836 - - 

Would not evacuate 0 0.00% - - - 

Q25B- IF YES TO PETS, in an 
emergency if your household 
was asked to evacuate, what 
would you do with your pet(s)? 

 
 
 

    

Take it/ them with you 83 91.21% 134315 91.20% 
90.27%-
92.06% 

Leave behind with food and 
water 

2 2.20% 3049 2.07% 
1.67%-
2.57% 

Find a safe place for it/ them 1 1.10% 1016 0.69% 
0.46%-
0.98% 

Would not evacuate because of 
pets 

1 1.10% 2283 1.55% 
1.21%-
1.99% 

Would not evacuate 0 0.00% 0 - - 
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Q32- What emergencies do you 
feel are most likely to affect 
your household? 

     

Weather related emergency 161 62.40% 244479 - - 

Act of terrorism 76 29.46% 115423 - - 

Fire 135 52.33% 205026 - - 

Chemical spill 39 15.12% 59239 - - 

Communicable disease 
(pandemic, etc.) 

37 14.34% 56183 - - 

Other 18 6.98% 27347 - - 

Q33- If an emergency occurred 
in our community, who would 
you and members of your 
household most likely trust for 
reliable info? 

     

Governor's office 82 31.78% 124512 - - 

Physician/ med professional 71 27.52% 107822 - - 

Local news 116 44.96% 176151 - - 

Local public health department 121 46.90% 183751 - - 

Family member/ neighbor 64 24.81% 97204 - - 

Local emergency responders 
(police, fire dept., etc.) 

163 63.18% 247535 - - 

Other 21 8.14% 31892 - - 

Q34- How well prepared do 
you feel your household is to 
handle a large scale disaster or 
emergency? 

     

Completely prepared 19 7.51% 29424 7.51% 
7.01%-
8.03% 

Moderately prepared 95 37.55% 149234 38.09% 
37.15%-
39.03% 

Somewhat prepared 94 37.15% 152525 38.93% 
37.99%-
39.87% 

Unprepared 42 16.60% 57672 14.72% 
14.04%-
15.41% 
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Q35A- Indicate how much your 
household would rely on the 
following for assistance: local 
government 

     

Very reliant 68 27.31% 109350 27.91% 
27.04%-
28.79% 

Moderately reliant 58 23.29% 92463 23.60% 
22.78%-
24.43% 

Somewhat reliant 73 29.32% 111074 28.35% 
27.48%-
29.24% 

No reliance 47 18.88% 72012 18.38% 
17.63%-
19.14% 

Q35B- Indicate how much your 
household would rely on the 
following for assistance: local 
first responders 

     

Very reliant 131 52.40% 208474 53.21% 
52.24%-
54.17% 

Moderately reliant 52 20.80% 82982 21.18% 
20.40%-
21.98% 

Somewhat reliant 38 15.20% 56183 14.34% 
13.67%-
15.03% 

No reliance 23 9.20% 36398 9.29% 
8.74%-
9.86% 

Q35C- Indicate how much your 
household would rely on the 
following for assistance: 
community-based 
organizations (like the Red 
Cross, etc.) 

     

Very reliant 75 30.36% 122357 31.23% 
30.32%-
32.13% 

Moderately reliant 64 25.91% 97478 24.88% 
24.04%-
25.73% 

Somewhat reliant 60 24.29% 103747 26.48% 
25.62%-
27.35% 

No reliance 43 17.41% 60532 15.45% 
14.75%-
16.17% 
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Q35D- Indicate how much your 
household would rely on the 
following for assistance: local 
faith-based organizations (like 
your local house of worship) 

     

Very reliant 51 20.48% 73422 18.74% 
17.99%-
19.51% 

Moderately reliant 42 16.87% 71463 18.24% 
17.49%-
19.00% 

Somewhat reliant 56 22.49% 90465 23.09% 
22.28%-
23.92% 

No reliance 95 38.15% 148529 37.91% 
36.97%-
38.86% 

Q35E- Indicate how much your 
household would rely on the 
following for assistance: your 
neighbors 

     

Very reliant 70 28.00% 116637 29.77% 
28.89%-
30.66% 

Moderately reliant 55 22.00% 82864 21.15% 
20.37%-
21.95% 

Somewhat reliant 70 28.00% 110290 28.15% 
27.27%-
29.02% 

No reliance 52 20.80% 78202 19.96% 
19.20%-
20.75% 

Q37A- If you were asked to go 
to a dispensing site to receive 
medication for your family 
during a public health 
emergency, would you or 
another adult be able to arrive 
at the dispensing site alone, or 
would you need to bring one or 
more members of your family 
with you? 

     

Could come alone 211 84.06% 332947 84.98% 
84.27%-
85.66% 

Would have to bring other 
family members 

34 13.55% 51168 13.06% 
12.41%-
13.72% 
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Q37B- IF YOU WOULD HAVE TO 
BRING FAMILY MEMBERS, why 
would you have to bring them? 

     

No one at home to care for 
them 

31 50.00% 24914 48.69% 
46.70%-
50.64% 

Need help with language 4 30.65% 3438 6.72% 
5.79%-
7.76% 

Other 19 30.65% 16507 32.26% 
30.44%-
34.12% 

 

Table 8. Results of communication section yes/no answer questions, including weighted analysis 
(projected %) and 95% confidence intervals. Projected households applies weighted analysis to 
entire Fairfax County household populations. 
 

Question 
Frequency 
of answer-

Yes 

% of 
households 

Projected 
households 

Projected % 95% CI 

Q39-Are you enrolled in “Fairfax 
Alerts” or a similar emergency 
alerting system? 

113 44.66% 184065 46.98% 
46.01%-
47.94% 

Q40-Have you or anyone in your 
household visited any Fairfax 
County agency website to obtain 
emergency preparedness 
information? 

59 23.32% 97478 24.88% 
24.05%-
25.72% 

Q41A-Would your household 
seek information from Fairfax 
County during an emergency? 

215 84.98% 341566 87.18% 
86.52%-
87.87% 
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Table 9. Results of communication section multiple choice answer questions, including weighted 
analysis (projected %) and 95% confidence intervals. Projected households applies weighted 
analysis to entire Fairfax County household populations. 

Question 
Frequency of 

answer 
% of 

households 
Projected 

households 
Projected 

% 
95% CI 

Q38- What is your household’s 
main source of information 
regarding disasters or 
emergencies? 

     

TV 118 45.74% 179207 - - 

Local emergency alerting 
system 

26 10.08% 39493 - - 

Radio 36 13.95% 54655 - - 

Local newspaper 4 1.55% 6073 - - 

Text message 32 12.40% 48582 - - 

Neighbor/friend/family/word of 
mouth 

9 3.49% 13674 - - 

Automated call (e.g., reverse 
911) 

7 2.71% 10618 - - 

Internet Website 66 25.58% 100221 - - 

Social Media  23 8.91% 34909 - - 

Church or other groups 5 1.94% 7601 - - 

Table 10- Results of communicable disease section yes/no answer questions, including weighted 
analysis (projected %) and 95% confidence intervals.  

Question 
Frequency 
of answer-

Yes 

% of 
individuals 

Projected % 95% CI 

Q45A-Do you stay home from school 
and/or work when sick? 

201 81.71% 82.76% 
82.02%-
83.50% 

Q49-Do you have any containers 
holding water, or low areas with 
standing water around your home? 

56 22.13% 24.26% 
23.43%-
25.08% 
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Table 11. Results of communicable disease section multiple choice answer questions, including 
weighted analysis (projected %) and 95% confidence intervals.  

Question 
Frequency of 

answer 
% of 

individuals 
Projected % 95% CI 

Q43A- During the past 12 months, 
have you had a seasonal flu vaccine? 

    

Yes, flu shot 150 59.29% 56.27% 
55.31%-
57.22% 

Yes, flu spray 1 0.40% 0.58% 0.45%-0.75% 

Yes, both 2 0.79% 0.58% 0.45%-0.75% 

No 98 38.74% 42.19% 
41.24%-
43.15% 

Q43B- IF NO, why didn't you get your 
flu shot in the last 12 months? 

    

You or someone you know has gotten 
sick from the vaccine 

6 5.88% 6.36% 5.67%-7.10% 

It's ineffective 7 6.86% 9.18% 8.37%-10.06% 

You don't like getting shots 4 3.92% 3.03% 2.57%-3.57% 

It costs too much 2 1.96% 1.36% 1.04%-1.72% 

You don't like or can't go to the doctor 0 0.00% 0.00% 0 

You don't get the flu and aren't at high 
risk 

35 34.31% 34.72% 
33.34%-
36.12% 

Q44- Where do you go most often 
when you are sick? 

    

Doctor's office 179 69.38% - - 

Medical clinic 8 3.10% - - 

Health department 4 1.55% - - 

Urgent care center 25 9.69% - - 

Hospital 21 8.14% - - 

Q46- Do you use any of the following 
mosquito prevention measures? 

    

Insect repellent 171 66.28% - - 

Long sleeves and pants 135 52.33% - - 

Avoid being outside during dusk or 
dawn 

90 34.88% - - 

None of the above 45 17.44% - - 
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Q47- How would you rate how severe 
the mosquitoes are around your 
home during the summer? 

    

Not Severe 112 44.27% 43.77% 
42.81%-
44.73% 

Somewhat Severe 79 31.23% 31.88% 
30.99%-
32.78% 

Severe 20 7.91% 7.67% 7.16%-8.19% 

Very Severe 19 7.51% 8.44% 7.91%-8.99% 

Q48- How would you rate how 
concerned you are with diseases that 
mosquitoes may potentially carry? 

    

Not Concerned 58 22.92% 24.55% 
23.73%-
25.39% 

Somewhat Concerned 83 32.81% 30.79% 
29.91%-
31.69% 

Concerned 48 18.97% 19.39% 
18.64%-
20.16% 

 

Table 12. Results of demographics, emergency preparedness, communications and communicable 
disease section open end answer questions, including weighted analysis (projected %) and 95% 
confidence intervals. Projected households applies weighted analysis to entire Fairfax County 
household populations. 

Question 
Frequency of 

answer 
% of 

households 
Projected 

households 
Projected % 95% CI 

Q1- How many people live 
in your household? 

     

1 44 17.05% 64568 16.48% 
15.78%-
17.20% 

2 73 28.29% 110956 28.32% 
27.46%-
29.18% 

3 39 15.12% 56928 14.53% 
13.87%-
15.21% 

4 56 21.71% 78202 19.96% 
19.21%-
20.74% 

5 30 11.63% 52383 13.37% 
12.53%-
13.82% 

6 12 4.65% 20648 5.27% 4.86%-5.71% 

7 3 1.16% 6660 1.70% 1.47%-1.97% 
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Q2- How many people in 
your household are: less 
than 2 years old? 

     

1 24 96.00% - - - 

2 1 4.00% - - - 

Q2- How many people in 
your household are: 2-17 
years old? 

     

1 34 36.17% - - - 

2 43 45.74% - - - 

3 11 11.70% - - - 

4 5 5.32% - - - 

5 1 1.06% - - - 

Q2- How many people in 
your household are: 18-64 
years old? 

     

1 41 19.81% - - - 

2 114 73.58% - - - 

3 33 15.57% - - - 

4 17 8.02% - - - 

5 4 1.89% - - - 

6 2 0.94% - - - 

Q2- How many people in 
your household are: 65 
years or older? 

     

1 32 56.14% - - - 

2 24 42.11% - - - 

3 1 1.75% - - - 

Q3B- IF YES, what kind 
(dogs, cats, etc.)? 

     

bird 2 2.29% 3373 - - 

cat 27 31.03% 45699 - - 

dog 58 66.67% 98188 - - 

fish 6 6.89% 10147 - - 

hermit crab 1 1.15% 1694 - - 

lizard 1 1.15% 1694 - - 

rabbit 2 2.29% 3373 - - 

spider 1 1.15% 1694 - - 
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Q6B- IF YES, what language 
do they speak? 

     

Amharic 1 5.26% 2466 - - 

Chinese 1 5.26% 4314 - - 

Farsi 1 5.26% 8634 - - 

French/Creole 1 5.26% 3451 - - 

Korean 1 5.26% 2880 - - 

Loko 1 5.26% 2466 - - 

Persian/Dari 1 5.26% 2466 - - 

Spanish 11 57.89% 27301 - - 

Q37C- If you would have to 
bring family members, how 
many people would you 
have to bring? 

     

1 40 59.70% 233901 - - 

2 10 14.93% 58495 - - 

3 8 11.94% 46780 - - 

4 7 10.45% 40942 - - 

5 1 1.49% 5838 - - 

6 1 1.49% 5838 - - 

Q42- In an emergency, 
what would be your main 
method of communication 
to family and loved ones? 

     

By any means possible 1 0.4% - - - 

Cell 105 41.5% - - - 

Cell Phone/Walkie Talkies 1 0.4% - - - 

Cell/LL 4 1.6% - - - 

Cell/Text 20 7.9% - - - 

Do not know 2 0.8% - - - 

Electronic 1 0.4% - - - 

Internet 2 0.8% - - - 

LL 6 2.4% - - - 

Phone 82 32.4% - - - 

Phone/Email 4 1.6% - - - 

Phone/Internet 1 0.4% - - - 

Phone/Text/Email 2 0.8% - - - 

Social media 1 0.4% - - - 

Text 19 7.5% - - - 

Verbal Communication 1 0.4% - - - 

Walkie Talkies 1 0.4% - - - 
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CASPER Questionnaire 
Section 1: Demographic Questions 

  
Q1 How many people live in your household?      ______ 

 

  
Q2 How many people living in your household are (write in answer for each) 

 
Less than 2 years old? ___ 2-17 years old? ___ 
18-64 years old? ___  65 years or older  ___             
□ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q3A  Do you have any pets in your household?  
  
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q3B If yes, what kind (dogs, cats, etc.)? ____________________________ 

 

  
Q4 Are you Hispanic or Latino? 

  
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q5 What is your race? 

 
□ American Indian/Alaska Native   □ Asian  
□ Black or African American    □ White 
□ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  □ Do not know □ Declined 
 

  
Q6A Is there any adult in your household who does not speak English?  
  
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know    □ Declined 
  
Q6B If yes, what language do they speak? _____________________ 

 

  
Q7 Are you or any adult members of your household unable to read? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know   □ Declined 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24

tdale0
Typewritten Text
Appendix A



  
Q8 What is the highest degree or level of school anyone in your household has completed? (If currently 

enrolled, mark the previous grade or highest degree received.) 
 
□ No schooling completed 
□ High school graduate - high school diploma or the equivalent (for example: GED) 
□ Associate degree (for example: AA, AS) 
□ Bachelor's degree (for example: BA, AB, BS) 
□ Master's degree (for example: MA, MS, MEng, MEd, MSW, MBA) 
□ Professional degree or Doctorate Degree (for example: MD, PHD, DVM, LLB, JD) 
□ Do not know  
□ Declined 
 

  
Q9 What is your total household income? 

 
□ Less than $20,000 
□ $20,000 to less than $50,000 
□ $50,000 to less than $110,000 
□ $110,000 to less than 150,000  
□ Greater than $150,000  
□ Do not know  
□ Declined 
 

  
 Do you or does any member of your household need: 
  
Q10A Daily medication (not birth control or vitamins) □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q10B Dialysis      □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q10C Home health care     □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q10D Oxygen supply      □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q10E Wheelchair/cane/walker    □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q10F Other type of special care or assistance  □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
  

  
 In the past 5 years, have you or anybody in your household taken training in: 
  
Q11A First aid      □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q11B CPR       □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q11C CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
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 Are you or any member of your household: 
  
Q12A Blind (or significant vision impairment)  □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q12B Deaf and/or hard of hearing    □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q12C Autistic or other cognitive/intellectual disabilities □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q12D Have physical or mental health disabilities  □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
Q12E Pregnant                                                   □ Yes □ No □ Do not know □ Declined 
  

Section 2: Emergency Preparedness Questions 

  
 Does your household have any of the following emergency plans? 
  
Q13A Emergency communication plan such as a list of numbers and designated out-of-town contact 
                                
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q13B Designated meeting place immediately outside your home or close by in your neighborhood 
   
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q13C Designated meeting place outside of your neighborhood in case you cannot return home 
   
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q13D Copies of important documents in a safe location (e.g., water proof container) 
   
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q13E Multiple routes away from your home in case evacuation is necessary 

   
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q14 Have you practiced any of your emergency plans with all the members of your household? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q15 IF THEY HAVE CHILDREN: If any of the children in your household attend school or day care, are you 

aware of their emergency plan? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know □ Declined □ N/A (no children)   
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Q16 Has your household prepared an Emergency Supply Kit with supplies like water, food, flashlights, and 

extra batteries that is kept in a designated place in your home? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q17 Do you or any member of your household keep emergency supplies (like a blanket, non-perishable food, 

drinking water, etc.) in your vehicle? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q18 Has your household prepared a kit with emergency supplies to take with you if you had to leave quickly? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q19 IF THEY HAVE PETS: If you have pets, have you prepared emergency supplies for your pets in the event 

of an emergency? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined  □ N/A 
 

  
Q20 Does your household have adequate drinking water (besides tap) for 3 days during an emergency? (1 

gallon per person per day) 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
                                   

  
Q21 Does your household have adequate non-perishable food (e.g., protein bars, nuts) for 3 days during an 

emergency? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q22 Does your household currently have a 7-day supply of medication for each person who takes prescribed 

medications? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined □ No prescriptions 
 

  
Q23A If public officials announced a mandatory evacuation from your community due to a large-scale disaster 
 or emergency, would your household evacuate? 
  
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
Q23B  

If no, why not? _______________________________ 
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Q24 What would be the main reason that might prevent you from evacuating if asked to do so? (Check all 

that apply) 
 
□ Lack of transportation    □ Lack of trust in public officials 
□ Concern about leaving property   □ Nowhere to go 
□ Concern about personal safety   □ Concern about leaving pets 
□ Concern about traffic jams    □ Inconvenient/expensive 
□ Health problems (e.g., could not be moved) 
□ Do not know                                      □ Declined 

  
Q25A If your household had to evacuate due to a large-scale disaster or emergency, where would you go? 
  
 □ Friends/family/2nd home outside your area □ Hotel or motel 
 □ Red Cross, church or community shelter        □ Would not evacuate      
 □ Other ___________________    
 □ Do not know      □ Declined  
  
Q25B If YES to pets, in an emergency if your household was asked to evacuate, what would you do with your 

pet(s)? 
 
□ Take it/them with you       □ Find a safe place for it/them 
□ Leave behind with food and water  □ Would not evacuate because of pets 
□ Would not evacuate 
□ Do not know     □ Declined 
 

  
Q26A Does your household currently have a working generator? 
  
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q26B If YES, do you have a 3 day fuel supply? 
  

□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined  □ N/A  
 

  
Q27 Does your household currently have a working smoke detector? 
  

□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q28 Does your household currently have a working carbon monoxide detector? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
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Q29 Does your household currently have a working fire extinguisher? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q30 Does your household currently have a first aid kit? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q31 Does your household currently have a backup heat source (e.g., kerosene heater, fireplace)? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined  
 

  
Q32 What emergencies do you feel are most likely to affect your household? (Check all that apply. Read 

choices if they can’t think of any) 
 
□ Weather Related Emergency □ Chemical Spill        
□ Act of Terrorism            □ Communicable disease (Pandemic, etc.)  
□ Fire      □ Other ______________________    
□ Do not know   □ Declined 
                   

  
Q33 If an emergency occurred in our community (chemical spill, radioactive material release, etc.) who 

would you and members of your household most likely trust for reliable info? (Check all that apply) 
 
□ Governor’s office   □ Local public health department     
□ Physician/med professional □ Family member/neighbor        
□ Local news    □ Local Emergency Responders (Police, Fire Dept., etc.)  
□ Other ___________________           
□ Do not know    □ Declined     
  

  
Q34 How well prepared do you feel your household is to handle a large scale disaster or emergency? 

 
□ Completely prepared □ Moderately prepared □ Somewhat prepared 
□ Unprepared                          □ Declined      
 

  
 In the first 72 hours following a disaster, please indicate how much your household would rely on the 
 following for assistance: 
  
Q35A Local government 
  
 □ Very reliant □ Moderately reliant □ Somewhat reliant □ No reliance  □ Declined      
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Q35B Local first responders 
  
 □ Very reliant □ Moderately reliant □ Somewhat reliant □ No reliance  □ Declined      
  
Q35C Community-based organizations (like the Red Cross, etc.) 
  
 □ Very reliant □ Moderately reliant □ Somewhat reliant □ No reliance  □ Declined      
  
  
Q35D Local faith-based organizations (like your local house of worship) 
  
 □ Very reliant □ Moderately reliant □ Somewhat reliant □ No reliance  □ Declined      
  
Q35E Your neighbors 

 
□ Very reliant □ Moderately reliant □ Somewhat reliant □ No reliance  □ Declined      
 

  
Q36 If you or a member of your household were unable to leave your home due to illness, is there someone 

such as a family member, friend or neighbor who you could depend on to bring groceries, medications, 
and other essential items during an emergency? 
 
□Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q37A If you were asked to go to a dispensing site to receive medication for your family during a public health 
 emergency, would you or another adult be able to arrive at the dispensing site alone, or would you need 
 to bring one or more members of your family with you? 
  
 □   Could come alone 
 □   Would have to bring other family members  
 □   Do not know       
 □   Declined 
  
Q37B If you would have to bring family members, why would you have to bring them? 
  
 □ No one at home to care for them 
 □ Need help with language 
 □ Other: _______________________________ 
 □ Do not know  
 □ Declined 
  
Q37C If you would have to bring family members, how many people would you have to bring? _________ 
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Section 3: Communications Questions 

  
Q38 What is your household’s main source of information regarding disasters or emergencies? (Check only 

one) 
 
□ TV     □ Local emergency alerting system 
□ Radio    □ Local newspaper 
□ Text message   □ Neighbor/friend/family/word of mouth 
□ Automated call (e.g., reverse 911) □ Internet Website 
□ Social Media    □ Church or other groups   
□ Other, ____________________ 
□ Do not know                                    □ Declined 
 

  
Q39 Are you enrolled in “Fairfax Alerts” or a similar emergency alerting system? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 

  
Q40 Have you or anyone in your household visited any Fairfax County agency website to obtain emergency 

preparedness information? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

  
Q41A Would your household seek information from Fairfax County during an emergency? 
  
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q41B If NO, why? _______________________ 

 

  
Q42 In an emergency, what would be your main method of communication to family and loved ones? 

 
__________________________ 

 
□ Do not know □ Declined 
 

Section 4: Communicable Disease Questions 
These questions are directed only at the person being interviewed and NOT the entire household! 

  
Q43A During the past 12 months, have you had a seasonal flu vaccine? 
  
 □ Yes, flu shot  □ Yes, flu spray □ Yes, both  
 □ No   □ Do not know  □ Declined  
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Q43B If no, Why didn’t you get your flu shot in the last 12 months? (DO NOT read the options. Mark only the 

one they say. If they cannot think of one, say:  “Here are some possibilities.” Read responses.) 
 
□ You or someone you know has gotten sick from the vaccine  
□ It’s ineffective  
□ You don’t like getting shots  
□ It costs too much  
□ You don’t like or can’t go to the doctor 
□ You don’t get the flu and aren't at high risk 
□ Other:____________________ 
□ Do not know  □ Declined 
 
 
 
 

  
Q44 Where do you go most often when you are sick? (DO NOT read options unless they cannot think of one) 

 
□ Doctor's office  □ Medical Clinic □ Health department 
□ Urgent Care Center  □ Hospital  □ Other:______________ 
□ Do not know                        □ Declined 
 

  
Q45A Do you stay home from school and/or work when sick? 
  
 □ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
  
Q45B If NO, Why? ____________________________ 

 

  
Q46 Do you use any of the following mosquito prevention measures (check all that apply)? 

 
□ Insect repellant 
□ Long sleeves and pants 
□ Avoid being outside during dusk or dawn  
□ None of the above 
□ Declined 
 

  
Q47 How would you rate how severe the mosquitoes are around your home during the summer?  

 
□ Not Severe 
□ Somewhat Severe 
□ Severe 
□ Very Severe 
□ Do not know  
□ Declined 

32



  
Q48 How would you rate how concerned you are with diseases that mosquitoes may potentially carry? 

 
□ Not Concerned 
□ Somewhat Concerned 
□ Concerned 
□ Very Concerned 
□ Do not know  
□ Declined 
 

  
Q49 Do you have any containers holding water, or low areas with standing water around your home? 

 
□ Yes  □ No  □ Do not know  □ Declined 
 

Section 5: Miscellaneous  

  
Q50 When looking at Fairfax County overall, what do you think are the three greatest strengths or assets of 

our community? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please read the following statement to the resident and provide them with one bag of takeaway materials. 
 

Thank you for agreeing to participate in this survey.  Your answers will be combined with the answers 
of residents just like you to help the Fairfax County Health Department prepare for and respond to 
emergencies in the community.  If you have any questions about the survey, you may call the Health 
Department at the number listed on the business card inside this bag.  The bag also contains 
information on services offered by the Health Department, tips for keeping mosquitoes away from 
your home this summer, and other emergency preparedness information.  We hope you have a great 
rest of your weekend and thank you once again for participating. 
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Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response  
Tracking Form 

 

Cluster #: ____________       House #:_________________ 

Interviewer:__________________ Date of Interview:___________ 

**Select one outcome for each section below** 

ACCESS 

Residence is Accessible  

Residence is Inaccessible (document why in notes)  
Residence Appears Unsafe (document why in notes)  

TYPE OF DWELLING 
No housing structure  

Mobile Home  
Single Family House (Including Townhouses)  

Apartment or Condo  

Other  
ANSWER 

Door was answered  
Appears as though someone is home but no answer  

Appears vacant  

Nobody home after 1st visit  
Nobody home after 2nd visit  

INTERVIEW 
Language Barrier  

Refused to Participate*  
Interview begun, not finished  

Interview Complete  

 

*If the resident declines to participate, move to the next household in the rotation, NOT 

the household next door. 

Notes/Comments (houses you may need to return to): 
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